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Inquiry Activity 7-2: Answering Questions on the Passage

 Problem (Items #1-6 PA)

Scan the passage and the test questions. 

Questions refer to the poem introduced in Inquiry Activity 7-1.

1.
In lines 1-6, the speaker describes the world outside the bird’s cage.  From the caged bird’s point of view, what does the outside world represent?

(1) spring

(2) freedom

(3) vacation

(4) love

(5) youth

2.   What feeling is the speaker attributing to the caged bird's song in lines 19-20:  "But a prayer that he sends from the heart's deep core, / But a plea, that upward to Heaven he flings"?

(1) anger

(2) playfulness

(3) longing

(4) relaxation

(5) betrayal

3.  Notice that most of the words of the first line of each stanza are repeated at the end of that stanza.  What effect does this repetition have on the speaker's message?

The repetition

(1) reinforces the speaker's message

(2) mocks the message of the first line

(3) makes other rhyming unnecessary

(4) restates the title

(5) makes interpreting the ideas more difficult

4.
From what you know of the speaker in the poem, what feelings might he or she have toward someone in slavery?


(1) understanding


(2) indifference


(3) fondness


(4) embarrassment


(5) hatred

5.  Which among the following is the most likely occasion for someone to sing a song of the bird?

(1)
a vacation in the mountains 

(2)
a young children's sing-along

(3)
a birthday celebration

(4)
a peaceful protest
 (5)
a nighttime lullaby

6. Maya Angelou, an African-American writer, titled her autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.  What does her use of the line from the poem “Sympathy” in her title suggest about the message of her book?

Angelou’s book is about

(1) success after extensive failure

(2) maltreatment of caged animals

(3) the enjoyment of springtime

(4) capturing and charging criminals

(5) understanding the suffering of others

2.
Becoming Familiar with the Problem

Remember, in this step, we are focusing on becoming familiar with the questions through pre-reading strategies, not answering them from the passage.

Preview the Questions:  What do you see?  What kinds of questions are  these?  How would you go about clarifying anything you might not understand in the questions?

Activate/Build from Prior Knowledge:  Have you seen questions like these before?  What do you know about questions like these?

Consider/Build Interest:  Why would you be interested in answering these questions? 
Set a Purpose:  The title of Inquiry Activity 7-1 is “How does the speaker relate to the life of a caged bird?”  What does that question ask of you as a reader?

What does question 6 ask you to do?

3.
Planning, Assigning, and Performing Tasks


Doing the work: Read the questions and reread the poem alone, with a partner, or in a group.  Think aloud about the poem, the questions, and the answer choices.
Clarify:

Scan the questions and answer choices.  Find and mark any words you might not know.  See if the questions or answer choices give you enough information to clarify the meaning of those words.  If not, find the meaning by asking somebody or looking it up.

Were there any places in the passage that you did not understand what was going on?

Analyze:

Read the answer choices to each question and decide if the information in the answers is:

· not in the passage,

· the opposite of the information in the passage, or

· not accurate.

Determine if the speaker in the poem and the author are the same.  Why?

To answer question 1, you should look at the words in the poem, lines 1-6.  What do the words and phrases tell you about how the speaker feels about the outside world?
How does the phrasing of question 3 help you to determine the important from the unimportant in the passage?  What section or parts of the passage support your answer?

Think about a time in which you repeated yourself several times.  Why did you do this?  Oftentimes a writer will repeat lines to make a point.  The author in this poem repeats: "I know… the cage bird feels,…beats his wing,…sings."  Why do you think the author does this?  Is it the same reason you sometimes repeat yourself several times?

Question 4 asks about the author’s feelings toward his subject.  What words in the poem help you recognize the author’s views?  

Go through the answer choices for question 5. Which is most appropriate for the caged bird’s song?

In this poem, what feelings is the bird expressing through his singing?  Explain.  Think of an occasion when you might need to express the feelings of the bird in the poem.  Are there other occasions when other people might express the feelings of the bird in the poem?

For question 6, look at the poem and determine what the experiences of the caged bird are.  Write those experiences in your own words.

Determine whether you would want to have experiences like the caged bird has  in your own life.

Now, consider the writer, Maya Angelou.  Do you know anything about her?  From what you know, decide which of the choices she would think relate best to the caged bird.

i. 
b. 
i. 
2. 
a. 
b. 
4.
Sharing with Others

Telling other people what you know helps you to understand the material better. So take this opportunity not only to share the knowledge, but also to learn it more completely.

Small Groups: Compare your answers with the others in the group.  Discuss the meanings of the words in the answer choices, the answers you found, the methods you used to find the answers, the support for your answers in the passage, and the reasons why each learner thinks his/her answers are correct.

Agree on the correct answers and reading strategies you would use for answering questions.

Whole class: Report to the class the group’s meaning of the words in the answer choices, the group’s answers to the questions, the methods used to find the answers, the support for the answers chosen, and your group’s strategy for answering questions.

5.
Reflecting, Extending, and Evaluating
Reflecting:  Think about how well you have understood what you have done. 
Here are some questions to start you thinking about the experience you just had.  Thinking about what you have experienced is part of the learning process.  When the focus is only on the answer, you don't get much time to think about what you learned.

What methods did you use to read the questions and answer choices?

How did you use, or how do you think you can use, the multiple-choice answers to come up with answers. Explain.

What were your reasons for not choosing each of the answers you thought were wrong?

How important was knowing the meaning of the words in the answer choices for answering the questions?

What would you say is a good approach (strategy) to use for reading the passage when the test question asks you to interpret the author's feeling in certain lines of a poem?

What were your reasons for not choosing each of the answers you thought were wrong?

Extending:  Extend what you learned to new situations.

In extending, you are being asked to transfer the information presented in the Practice Test questions to other information or situations.

These extension activities can be used to support a continuing study of poetry. 

Create a poem together as a class by saying or writing the first word that comes to mind.  Have other people add three sentences of five words or less.  Then write multiple-choice questions for the poem.  Pass around your questions for others to answer and then discuss.

Listen to your favorite song, or the favorite song of a friend.  What would you say the author’s thoughts and feelings are?  Read an editorial in the newspaper and determine the author’s thoughts and feelings.

Have you read books or articles or poems, or seen movies where one author uses a line from another author?

How are expressions like "going postal" an example of using one type of situation to describe another?

Think about a favorite movie or TV show; what expressions from these shows do you use in your life?

Using the poem or poems either you or your fellow classmates brought in or your facilitator provided, read it for the purpose of developing multiple-choice test questions that focus on interpreting the author's feeling as expressed in parts of the poem.

Then write multiple-choice questions that focus the interpretation of the author's feelings.  Pass around your questions for others to answer and then discuss.

Write a poem about a family pet or about animals with which you are familiar.  Write a multiple-choice question about your poem.  Pass the poem and question to your classmates to answer.

State a line you have heard before that should be repeated for emphasis.  For example, Martin Luther King, Jr. repeats the line, "I have a dream . . . "

Think about times in history when people felt like the caged bird.  Have you ever felt this way?  Write a poem about your feelings.

Identify a current television or movie character that you think feels like the caged bird.  Describe that character to a friend or classmate.

Evaluating:  Assess what you learned and how you learned it.

In this last step, you get a chance to review the methods used to learn.  There are no right or wrong answers to these questions; it is your chance to look more closely at your learning style and the opportunity to state how you benefited or didn't benefit from the content and/or the methods presented in this IA.

What did you learn from this activity?

How did the approaches in this activity work for you?

State and then evaluate the approach (strategy) you used to answer reading test questions that ask you to determine the author’s point of view?


State and then evaluate the approach (strategy) you used to eliminate some multiple-choice answers when taking a reading test.

Discuss with the class and come up with an approach for eliminating answer choices that makes sense for you.
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