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Inquiry Activity:  FACILITATOR EDITION

The Capitol and Congress                                             

IDENTIFYING THE PROBLEM:

Pre-reading: what is special about today?  How many of you are registered to vote?  How many of you are citizens of the United States?  If you are, were you born here?  If not, how did you become a citizen?  What can you tell us about the test you had to take?  What happened after you took the test? (5-10 minutes)

For each section: divide the class into small groups.

Reading: remind them of good reading strategies, especially do not dwell on one word and do not read slowly.  Tell them not to worry about words they don’t know yet: read to get the general idea. Ask them to circle, underline, or make note of the words they do not understand.

BECOMING FAMILIAR WITH THE PROBLEM:

For each section:  Ask them to read the questions first and NOT try to answer them yet.

Ask them to read each section.  Remind them to look up when finished. Then read the passage aloud; tell them they may follow along as you read, they may read aloud with you, of they may just sit and listen.  After you have finished, ask for words they did not understand and write them on the board.  Avoid giving the definitions yourself—try to get them to come up with the meaning.  If no one can, ask for a volunteer to look the word up and report to the class.  Ask them to read the text again silently.

PLANNING, ASSIGNING AND PERFORMING TASKS; 

THEN SHARING WITH OTHERS:

Now, ask them to answer the questions anyway they can, even if they have to guess.  They may work alone or with someone else—their choice.  Ask them to write the answers down. (10-15 minutes?), then check with the others in their small group to see if their answers agree.  Allow time to discuss questions and answers as a class. 

THIS IS WHERE REFLECTION/EXTENSION/EVALUATION IS BUILT IN, DEPENDING ON THEIR ANSWERS, COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS – MAKE SURE TO INCLUDE THAT HERE BY EXPANDING THE SHARING.
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