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Memo from the Literacy Support Center








Puzzlemaker: A Wonderful


Teaching Tool





You can create a variety of puzzles on this site, making them as simple or complex as you like. There are ten templates to choose from, some for numbers. (See two samples below.)





The puzzlemaker is so easy to use that I created these puzzles in less than five minutes. 





Go to: � HYPERLINK "http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/" ��http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/�





Puzzle 1: Tutor


�


Unscramble the phrase tiles to reveal a message (Online tutor training starts in January.)





Puzzle 2: Outreach


To create this puzzle, I typed the words: literacy,


programs, national, and


statewide. Unscramble the words to solve the final phrase: information.








�








A+ Math: A Numeracy Website





This interactive website was developed to help students improve their math skills. It includes Java Math Flash Cards.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aplusmath.com" ��http://www.aplusmath.com� 





















































FirstGov.gov for Nonprofits


On this site find government grants and loans for nonprofits, management and operations assistance, and tax information.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.firstgov.gov/Business/Nonprofit.shtml" ��http://www.firstgov.gov/Business/Nonprofit.shtml�





Grant Blog: Library Grants


� HYPERLINK "http://www.librarygrants.blogspot.com/" ��http://www.librarygrants.blogspot.com/�


Find information about grants for libraries and literacy-related programs and organizations on this blog, such as:





Target Store Grants


Deadline: Applications accepted March 1- May 31, 2007





Applications for Target Store Grants are available either at your local Target store or online. The grants, of up to $3,000, focus on arts, family violence prevention and reading. Reading grants are awarded to schools, libraries and nonprofit organizations, supporting programs such as weekend book clubs, after-school reading programs and events encouraging family reading time.





For more information, visit the Target Store Grant website at: � HYPERLINK "http://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/page.jsp?contentId=PRD03-001818" ��http://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/page.jsp?contentId=PRD03-001818� 





Tech Foundation


Find a wealth of technology resources on this website, including discounts on hardware and software, information on tech grants, educational seminars, and a Geeks for America program. (Click on the URL below to find out more about the program.)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.techfoundation.org/" ��http://www.techfoundation.org/�





Free Downloads from Tech Soup


In this section on the Tech Soup website you won’t find a comprehensive list of every free program in existence. What you will find is a short list of excellent applications that will meet most nonprofits’ needs for software -- no 30-day downloads, no guilt-trip messages, no crippled features.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.techsoup.org/products/downloads.cfm" ��http://www.techsoup.org/products/downloads.cfm� 





List of Software Resources on the Internet


Bridge the Digital Divide: University of Pennsylvania's AmeriCorps Program provides a web page that lists free and low cost software for nonprofit organizations.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.upenn.edu/ccp/programs/digitaldivide/software.html" ��http://www.upenn.edu/ccp/programs/digitaldivide/software.html� 














More About Content Standards





�To help you get your programs ready to use Content Standards, the Office of Vocational and Adult Education offers this site:


Adult Education Content Standards Warehouse.





This resource supports adult educators in their efforts to develop, align, and implement content standards in English language acquisition (ELA), mathematics, and reading.





Learn more about content standards at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.adultedcontentstandards.org/#" ��www.adultedcontentstandards.org/�











Resources for Program Coordinators and Teachers





The Education Podcast Network (EPN)


The Education Podcast Network is an effort to bring together into one place a wide range of podcast programming helpful to teachers looking for content to teach, that will help them explore issues of teaching and learning in the 21st century.


� HYPERLINK "http://epnweb.org/" ��http://epnweb.org/�  





The Literacy Project


This website is a resource for teachers, literacy organizations, and anyone interested in reading and education. It was created in collaboration with LitCam, Google, and UNESCO's Institute for Lifelong Learning. Find videos on a wide variety of topics and also a space to create groups and blogs.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/literacy/" ��http://www.google.com/literacy/�





The Change Agent: Immigration, the Current Debate


This issue of The Change Agent provides many articles of interest about immigration to program managers, teachers, and students. It includes lesson plans and sample questions.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/pdf/issue23/issue23.pdf" ��http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/pdf/issue23/issue23.pdf� 





This Free Health Literacy Book is a Classic.


Teaching Patients with Low Literacy Skills by Ceci and Len Doak can be downloaded for free. The book, now considered a classic text in health literacy, has grown in popularity amongst health educators, health communication specialists, and health care providers. The text provides insight for all of us concerned with improving health communication.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/healthliteracy/doak.html" ��http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/healthliteracy/doak.html� 





2006 Election Sites





The PBS Election 2006 Resource Page for teachers and students: This site is geared toward levels 6-12 but the lessons could be adapted. It is also linked to the PBS Vote 2006 podcast.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/vote2006/index.html" ��http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/vote2006/index.html�


 


The NPR Election 2006 Main Page: This site offers an interactive map of the races taking place around the country, an exploration of current political issues, and a related podcast.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.npr.org/news/specials/election2006/map/" ��http://www.npr.org/news/specials/election2006/map/�


 


The League of Women Voters Website offers information about an array of current social issues and offers a printable  “Protect Your Vote” pamphlet that can be used to help adult students understand the voting process.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lwv.org" ��http://www.lwv.org�	              2006 national election sites contributed by:


 Mariane Federle, Literacy Assistance Center


Sample Ballot


Provided by the City of Fredericksburg, this online ballot is for demonstration only.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fredericksburgva.gov/registrar/ballot.asp" ��http://www.fredericksburgva.gov/registrar/ballot.asp� 





Virginia State Board of Elections


Find the candidates on your ballot and other important voter information in this site.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms/" ��http://www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms/� 
































�





Program Information








Important Events





National Book Scholarship Fund: Application Deadline is December 7, 2006.





The National Book Scholarship Fund (NBSF)® provides local literacy programs throughout the United States with New Readers Press books and other educational materials needed to support their literacy initiatives.





For details and a grant application, go to:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nbsf.org/index.asp" ��http://www.nbsf.org/index.asp� 
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