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deD 2005





Memo from the Literacy Support Center








Trainer Corner





Online ESL Tutor Training


Check out this short, easy-to- navigate online course from the Center for Teaching and Learning, Minnesota. The tutorial, entitled: Effective ESL/Peer Tutoring, represents the work of Jack Miller and David Pates from Normandale Community College. It was made possible through a Center for Teaching and Learning Instructional Development Grant.   





The website offers basic information about tutoring students who are non-native English speakers.  The information is for those who already engage in training tutors and/or tutoring non-native English speaking students themselves. Your students can also benefit from going to the “student-friendly” sites included in this tutorial.





Topics include: 


General principles for tutoring


Readings


Points to ponder


Additional resources





Go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ctl.mnscu.edu/programs/educ_opp/tutorials.html" ��www.ctl.mnscu.edu/programs/educ_opp/tutorials.html� and scroll down to the tutorial.












































The Program Administrators’ Sourcebook


 If you administer an adult education program, you face a wide variety of challenges:


How can you help students make "level" gains?


How can you help students gain the skills they need to reach their goals?


How can you help students stay in programs long enough to meet their goals?


How can you prepare and retain good teachers?


How can you document the successes of your program?


 The National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy (NCSALL) conducted research relevant to these questions. The Program Administrators’ Sourcebook, written by Jackie Taylor, Cristine Smith, and Beth Bingman in collaboration with five local program administrators (December 2005), is designed to give you, as a program administrator, direct access to research that may help you address the challenges you face in your job. To download the Program Administrators' Sourcebook, visit NCSALL's Web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncsall.net/?id=1035" ��http://www.ncsall.net/?id=1035�





American Competitiveness Initiative: Leading the World in Innovation


On Monday, February 6, 2006, the President unveiled his proposed 2007 Budget proposal for the Department of Education (DOE). As part of the President’s “American Competitiveness Initiative,” the Department of Labor’s (DOL) budget proposes Career Advancement Accounts (CAA), or “self-directed accounts that would enable current and future workers to gain the skills needed to successfully enter, navigate and advance in the 21st century job market.” Read the full document at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.whitehouse.gov/stateoftheunion/2006/aci/aci06-booklet.pdf" ��www.whitehouse.gov/stateoftheunion/2006/aci/aci06-booklet.pdf�.


- National Coalition for Literacy website 


(� HYPERLINK "http://www.national-coalition-literacy.org" ��www.national-coalition-literacy.org� )





The American Competitiveness Challenge


A persuasive argument for adult literacy education, one that may get Congress' attention, is that the NAAL results show that the U.S. needs to invest in adult literacy education in order to remain competitive.  The National Coalition for  Literacy has developed a persuasive document that lays out this argument.  It calls for significant new federal and state funding over the next five years.  You will find the document at � HYPERLINK "http://www.national-coalition-literacy.org/analysis.html" ��www.national-coalition-literacy.org/analysis.html�.


- David Rosen, AAACE-NLA listserv 





 














Important New Reading Resource





An important new publication, Applying Research in Reading Instruction for Adults: First Steps for Teachers (December 2005), written by Susan McShane, is available at the Partnership for Reading website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/adult.html" ��www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/adult.html�.  





This book seeks to build adult literacy instructors’ knowledge of scientifically- based reading research and provide basic guidance on how to use it in the classroom.





 








Program Manager Resources





How to “Missionize” Your Events


 This Guidestar article points out that “fundraising doesn't have to require strong-arming. People are inherently generous if we know how to tap into that generosity. The best way is by inspiring people about your organization's mission. Fundraising should be permission based.” Learn more about “missionizing” your fundraising at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.guidestar.org/news/features/missionizing.jsp" ��http://www.guidestar.org/news/features/missionizing.jsp�.





Grantwriting 101: Resources for Grantwriters


February's Question of the Month in Guidestar asked, "What is the most valuable resource you have found for learning grant writing basics?" Here is what several readers recommended. Included are some resources the Guidestar staff found during research. At:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.guidestar.org/news/features/grantwriting101.jsp" ��www.guidestar.org/news/features/grantwriting101.jsp�.





Making Your Voice Heard: Tips for Getting on Talk Radio


Talk radio has become immensely popular across the country. Hundreds of talk radio shows are on the air. You may not listen to them but millions of people do. To publicize your program, one of the quickest, easiest, and least expensive steps you can take is to call radio talk shows. Learn how in this article on the Center for Media Literacy website. At:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.medialit.org/reading_room/article101.html" ��www.medialit.org/reading_room/article101.html�. 





Evaluating Websites


Need help evaluating websites and their content? Here’s an excellent site, provided by the Hutchinson High School Library in Hutchinson, Kansas. At: � HYPERLINK "http://www.usd308.com/hhslibrary/Web_Evaluation.html" ��www.usd308.com/hhslibrary/Web_Evaluation.html�. 





Profile of High School Drop-Outs


Most students who drop out of high school say they could have succeeded with more challenging course work, engaging classroom experiences, and access to extra help, a new report from Civic Enterprises finds.  Commissioned by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the report, The Silent Epidemic: Perspectives of High School Dropouts, found that nearly 50 percent of 470 dropouts surveyed said they left school because their classes were boring and not relevant to their lives or career aspirations. According to the report, approximately one million students drop out every year, while nearly half of all African Americans, Hispanics, and Native Americans fail to graduate. Dropouts are more likely than high school graduates to be unemployed, in poor health, to live in poverty, in prison, or on public assistance; and their children, in turn, are more likely to drop out. The report recommends that communities offer students a variety of options to meet their needs, engage parents, create "early warning systems" for at-risk students, and make sure all students have an adult advocate.  To read or download the complete report (44 pages, PDF), visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.civicenterprises.net/" ��www.civicenterprises.net/� and click on the title of the report. (From Philanthropy News Digest, March 7, 2006, Foundation Center)
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In the News








Important Dates





Mark your calendars for: 





VAACE conference in Virginia Beach, May 3-5, � HYPERLINK "http://www.vaace.org" ��www.vaace.org� 





Literacy Fair of Virginia,  Keysville, May 18 � HYPERLINK "http://www.literacyfairofvirginia.org" ��www.literacyfairofvirginia.org� 





The 2nd AELPNV (ESL) Conference is scheduled for Thursday, August 3rd and Friday, August 4th at George Mason University.






































Use Your MP3 Player to Download Lessons for Students


You can use any MP3 player to download current news written at a lower level from � HYPERLINK "http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com" ��www.breakingnewsenglish.com� 


The articles are written in two versions, easy and hard, and the easy version has an audio portion that can be downloaded as a podcast.  The articles have accompanying vocabulary and lessons which can be printed and used along with the podcast.


 -Barbara Sabaj, NIFL Technology 
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