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deD 2005





Memo from the Literacy Support Center








�








In the on line publication First Monday, author Martin Hall asks in his


article "Africa Connected," 





"What are the politics of digital technology when, on the one hand, it is


used to mark exclusive status and, on the other hand, is  argued to be a


democratizing form of mass communication? It is argued that new digital technologies do indeed allow new forms of privilege, and also -


simultaneously - new forms of individual power and mass participation."





Find the full article at:: � HYPERLINK "http://www.firstmonday.org/issues/issue3_11/hall/index.html" ��www.firstmonday.org/issues/issue3_11/hall/index.html� 








Some of the latest


data available on the digital divide show that there is a lag in access for the "black, non-hispanic" population in the U.S. 


This 17 page PDF document from the Pew Internet and American Life Project can be accessed at: � HYPERLINK "http://207.21.232.103/trends.asp" ��http://207.21.232.103/trends.asp�. 





(Marian Fedele, NIFL Technology Listserv)


















































Recent Reports of Interest: 





Economy up/Wages down


The Job Watch Bulletin from the Economic Policy Institute, has published a report with real hourly wages for 2005. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.jobwatch.org/" ��www.jobwatch.org/�) During a year of economic prosperity, real wages fell for most low- and middle-wage workers.





New Technology Studies


Find four new studies on Technology: Publications page of the Education Alliance at Brown University. The PDF docments are available online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.lab.brown.edu/topics/technology.shtml" ��www.lab.brown.edu/topics/technology.shtml�. Click on the following: 


Gauging and Improving Interactions in Online Seminars for Mathematics Coaches


Improving Online Collaborative Learning for Teachers: How Changes to Design Features of the Adolescent Literacy Collaboratory Influenced Participant Retention, Overall Satisfaction, and Engagement


The Role of Facilitation in Online Professional Development: Engendering Co-construction of Knowledge


Topics of Peer to Peer Listserv Postings: How Can They Serve as a Resource for Enhancing a Web Site for Early Foreign Language Educators?





State of the Industry Report


According to its 2005 State of the Industry Report, the American Society for Training & Development (ASTD) reports that U.S. organizations are investing more in employee learning, and technology continues to play a major role in delivering learning to the workforce. The increase in expenditure is accompanied by better accounting and governance of learning investments. Read the report at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.learningcircuits.org/news#SOIR" ��www.learningcircuits.org/news#SOIR�. 


(Donna Brian, Workplace Literacy Listserv)





2003 NAALS Report


In case you have missed recent announcements about the report of the 2003 National Assessment of Adult Literacy, released on December 15, 2005, here is another opportunity to view this seminal document. Find key concepts, features, and press reports at:


� HYPERLINK "http://nces.ed.gov/naal/" ��http://nces.ed.gov/naal/�. 





Point of Pride:


�





The READ Center was presented the 2005 Service Partnership Award by the Chesterfield Community Services Board at its annual recognition event, November 17, 2005.   The award was given “In recognition of exemplary partnership and service to the Chesterfield Community Services Board in the dedication and commitment to our shared mission”.  To learn more about the READ Center, go to


www.readcenter.org/











Other News








Health Literacy Presentations


Help your students and their children live healthier lives. Find audio-visual presentations, which include photographs or graphics that illustrate and enhance understanding of the content. In addition, ESL exercises provide students with drill and practice on each topic. Use any web browser to view these presentations. Go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mcedservices.com/online.html" ��www.mcedservices.com/online.html�.


(Charles La Rue, Health Literacy Listserv)





Fact Sheets on Health Literacy


Find nine fact sheets about health literacy via the Center for Health Care Strategies, Inc. at the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.chcs.org/publications3960/publications_show.htm?doc_id=291711" ��www.chcs.org/publications3960/publications_show.htm?doc_id=291711� Each fact sheet will quickly help readers gain an overview of such topics as “What is Health Literacy?,” “Who Has Health Literacy Problems?,” Impact of Low Literacy Skills on Annual Health Care Expenditures,” and more.





Occupational Materials


The United Kingdom has developed online materials for a long list of occupations. Fin “Skills for Life Strategy” at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dfes.gov.uk/readwriteplus/embeddedlearning/cfbtgeneralinfo.cfm" ��www.dfes.gov.uk/readwriteplus/embeddedlearning/cfbtgeneralinfo.cfm�. 





Regardless of cultural differences between the U.S. and UK, these documents still provide a useful starting point. Find “Retail” and a module on customer service at this embedded learning portal: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dfes.gov.uk/readwriteplus/embeddedlearning/searchresults.cfm?setting=retail" ��www.dfes.gov.uk/readwriteplus/embeddedlearning/searchresults.cfm?setting=retail� 





The Provider Toolkit website offers a section on workplace-contextualized materials for learners at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.thenetwork.co.uk/providertoolkit/" ��www.thenetwork.co.uk/providertoolkit/�





The ABCs of Universal Design at Wikipedia


From Wikipedia: "Universal design or inclusive design is an approach to the design of products, services and environments to be as usable as possible by as many people as possible regardless of age, ability or situation. It links directly to the political concept of an inclusive society and its


importance has been recognised by governments, business and industry."


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_design" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_design�





Partnership For Reading Publications


The National Institute for Literacy,’sPartnership for Reading Publications 


Website offers couple of resources that are of interest to adult education 


instructors at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/recommended.html" ��www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/recommended.html� and click on “adult.”





One publication, titled Applying Research in Reading Instruction for 


Adults: First Steps for Teachers, "aims first to build background knowledge about reading and scientifically based reading instruction." The book is filled with student and classroom illustrations and sample instructional activities.





Another example is titled Teaching Adults to Read. This booklet 


"describes strategies proven to work by the most rigorous scientific 


research available on the teaching of reading." It summarizes the trends and


principles identified in the 2002 publication Research-Based Principles for 


Adult Basic Education Reading Instruction.





Both publications may be viewed and downloaded from:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/adult.html" ��www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/adult.html� 


(Donna Brian, Workplace Literacy mailing list, NIFL)








The Digital Divide is a Sad Reality for Most of Our Clients





�





Program Resources








Important Dates





February is Black History Month





2006-2007 VLF Matching Grants are due March 17.


To download application materials, click � HYPERLINK "http://www.valrc.org" ��www.valrc.org�.





Mark your calendars for: 





VAACE conference in Virginia Beach, May 3-5, � HYPERLINK "http://www.vaace.org" ��www.vaace.org� 





Literacy Fair of Virginia,  May 18 � HYPERLINK "http://www.literacyfairofvirginia.org" ��www.literacyfairofvirginia.org� 





The 2nd AELPNV (ESL) Conference is scheduled for Thursday, August 3rd and Friday, August 4th at George Mason  University.

















Coretta Scott King’s Funeral Program























 


�


History in the Making!





Don’t miss this unique opportunity to share an historic event with your students during Black History Month. Find Coretta Scott King’s funeral program at:





http://alt.cimedia.com/ajc/pdf/kingfuneral/funeralprogram.pdf
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