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Memo from the Literacy Support Center








Computer Basics Curriculum: Find resources for teachers and students


Find some excellent tutorials on this site.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gcflearnfree.org/Tutorials/" ��www.gcflearnfree.org/Tutorials/� 


Computers in Action provides a good "how to" on the basics of using the computer


� HYPERLINK "http://hub1.worlded.org/docs/cia/toc.htm" ��http://hub1.worlded.org/docs/cia/toc.htm� 


ABLE Net online provides resources for teachers


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lhup.edu/ablenet/profdev/lessons/lessonplans.htm" ��www.lhup.edu/ablenet/profdev/lessons/lessonplans.htm� 





Less comprehensive curriculum:


Learn the Net.com


� HYPERLINK "http://www.learnthenet.com/english/index.html" ��www.learnthenet.com/english/index.html� 


The Super Pages: Internet Learning Tutor


� HYPERLINK "http://www.superpages.com/ilt/" ��www.superpages.com/ilt/� 





Source: NIFL:Technology listserv












































THE NEW DEMOGRAPHY OF AMERICAN SCHOOLS – Census Findings on LEP Children


Adapted from a workshop at the Migration Policy Institute, this


presentation presents charts and data on school-age immigrant children.


Brief commentary on each chart summarizes the take-away findings. The share of students in Kindergarten through 12th grade with a foreign-born parent tripled from 6 percent to 19 percent in 2000. It is estimated that by 2010, children of immigrants will represent over one-quarter of the student population.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fcd-us.org/DFs/NewDemographypresentationfinal.pdf" ��http://www.fcd-us.org/DFs/NewDemographypresentationfinal.pdf�


 - PEN Weekly NewsBlast for March 31, 2006





Effective Instruction for Learning Disabled or At-Risk English-Language  Learners


“Educators need a professional knowledge base on effective instructional practices for English-language learners. The urgency of this need is highlighted by NCES data indicating that the dropout rate for Hispanics is double that of African Americans and whites. Furthermore, an estimated one million students learning English in schools also have a learning disability.” This study synthesizes “all relevant research on effective instruction for English-language learners.”


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncld.org/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=519" ��www.ncld.org/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=519� 





Teaching Reading to Adult English Language Learners:  A Reading Instruction Staff Development Program 


This 15-hour training will acquaint participants with the fundamental knowledge and skills required to teach reading effectively to adult, nonnative speakers of English. The content is based on research on the reading process in general, on the process of learning to read as an adult, and learning to read in another language. The training is designed to be delivered by ESL instructional specialists at the local level or by trainers from the Virginia Adult Learning Resource Center, most typically in workshop settings with a practicum component. That is, between workshop sessions, participants apply what they have learned in the previous sessions to their own classroom instruction. 


The training and materials were developed with a federal English Literacy and Civics Education grant from the Office of Adult Education and Literacy of the Virginia Department of Education.  The Fairfax County Public Schools Adult ESOL Program and the Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) worked together to develop the workshops, prepare the Facilitator Guide and Participant Handouts, and then pilot the workshops and materials with Fairfax County adult ESOL teachers.





Find this publication at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.valrc.org/publications/" ��www.valrc.org/publications/� or contact Nancy Faux at � HYPERLINK "mailto:nfaux@vcu.edu" ��nfaux@vcu.edu� or 800-237-0178.   








Announcing: The 1st


Trainer Institute





July 26 & 27, 2006, Richmond





Mark your calendars and reserve this date! This two-day institute is designed for Virginia’s experienced trainers in literacy and adult education programs. We will offer workshops with:


Susan McShane on  how to incorporate teaching principles described in Applying Research in Reading Instruction in your own workshops


The Virginia Mentoring partnership on how tutors and teachers can develop their mentoring skills


Lauren Ellington on sharing LD instructional techniques


Victoire Sanborn on the new online tutor training


Look for an announcement soon over VAELN. Registration will be limited. 








Teaching with Podcasts





At a [recent] technology in education conference…a presenter asked the audience how many people were reading or teaching with blogs and only a few raised their hands, but many more were using podcasts, and some had even created them. 





[Aiden Yeh, who teaches English in Taiwan,] demonstrated � HYPERLINK "http://www.podomatic.com" ��www.podomatic.com�, a site that allows you to create and post your own podcasts. Aiden uses it with her students, and you can see her home page at � HYPERLINK "http://aidenyeh.podOmatic.com/" ��http://aidenyeh.podOmatic.com/�  You can listen to her


students' speech assignments, and read their comments to each other. If you scroll down and start from the bottom you can see how the page has developed. 





In about 10 minutes of playing around with this site, I had my own podcast posted. (It's at marianthacher.podomatic.com, but so far it's just an experiment. If I had a few more minutes in the workshop I could have added a musical intro and outro using the sites "mixomatic" feature.) The only hardware we needed was a microphone. You can see the possibilities! Aiden made a podcast of her course description and syllabus for students to download and listen to.





One feature I liked is that it's very easy to subscribe to any podomatic


site as an RSS feed, or through iTunes. This makes it easy to get notified


of new podcasts when they are posted, and to download them to an mp3


player if you wish.


Marian Thacher


OTAN, � HYPERLINK "http://www.otan.us" ��www.otan.us�





Podcasting makes audio files, usually in MP3 format, available for download so you can listen at your convenience. You don't need an IPod; any computer media player can play the files. Podcasts are particularly useful for ESOL learning. You can connect to others' lessons or create your own.





Consistent with a learner-centered, participatory approach to adult


literacy education, this approach to teaching and learning draws on student experience for purposes of engagement. Learning takes place when students are engaged in authentic tasks that build upon but extend existing skills sets, knowledge and experience and that are transferable to the tasks and challenges they face outside of the classroom. In relationship to student interaction with technology, it encourages students to be critical consumers of information and active producers of information through a variety of mediums. It puts students in the position to change the social landscape that they occupy.





Pod casts to learn English


� HYPERLINK "http://www.englishcaster.com" ��www.englishcaster.com�


& 


ESL Podcasts


� HYPERLINK "http://a4esl.org/podcasts/" ��http://a4esl.org/podcasts/� 





Marian Federle, Technology Listserv, NIFL
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In the News - ESOL








Important Dates





VAACE conference in Virginia Beach, May 3-5, � HYPERLINK "http://www.vaace.org" ��www.vaace.org�. Hotel registration deadline is April 11! 





Literacy Fair of Virginia,  Keysville, May 18 � HYPERLINK "http://www.literacyfairofvirginia.org" ��www.literacyfairofvirginia.org� 





The 2nd AELPNV (ESL) Conference, August 3rd and 4th , George Mason University.






































The Home Safety Literacy Project 





The lack of basic literacy kills presents a significant and compounding barrier to learning and applying fire, emergency readiness and other safety skills. Disaster preparedness is an essential skill for every household. Taking the necessary steps to prepare in advance for an emergency first requires access to instruction that is easily understood. Find information on a variety of safety topics at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.homesafetycouncil.org/expert_network/en_literacy_w001.aspx" ��www.homesafetycouncil.org/expert_network/en_literacy_w001.aspx� 
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