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Fall 2005





Memo from the Literacy Support Center








Online Reading Skills:





Here's an interesting article from Educational Leadership about teaching high school


kids some reading skills for online reading that are different from


reading books. The article suggests teaching four strategies:


1. Evaluate search results to see which links look the most promising


2. Teach different scanning skills for navigating web sites


3. Evaluate reliability


4. Show how to synthesize rather than copy





Some examples of activities and worksheets are included. Go to:


� HYPERLINK "http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/yavMBefJCxkAnRFqqt" ��http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/yavMBefJCxkAnRFqqt� 





Marian Thacher


OTAN












































Latest NAAL Report Due December 12





From the Desk of Marcia Tait: ProLiteracy Worldwide: We have received word from American Institutes for Research that the 2003 NAAL will be released the week of Dec 12, 2005.  We have also been told that we will receive more detailed information about the release during the week of Nov. 28. 





If you have been working closely with any Members of Congress or media contacts during the last year, this would be a good time to contact them. You should alert them that the Department of Education will be releasing a report in mid-December that estimates the literacy skills of adults in the U.S. and that you will send them information about the report as soon as it is available.  We expect that the first report will contain national, but not state or local, estimates.





The data on which the report is based was collected in 2003.  For more information about how the 2003 NAAL methodology will compare to the 1992 NALS, click here:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.proliteracy.org/downloads/policy_update/ProLiteracy_Policy-Update_7-8-05_updated_9-02-05.pdf" ��http://www.proliteracy.org/downloads/policy_update/ProLiteracy_Policy-Update_7-8-05_updated_9-02-05.pdf�. 





For information about how to talk to media and policy-makers, click here: http://www.proliteracy.org/downloads/ProLiteracyMediaToolkit2005.pdf.


For contact information for Members of Congress, click here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov" ��www.senate.gov� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.house.gov" ��www.house.gov�. 





You can expect the following information about the NAAL from ProLiteracy in the upcoming weeks: During the week of Nov. 28, we will share information with you about the report and the release event when we receive it from the Department of Education. During the week of Dec. 12, we will send representatives to the release event in Washington and will update you on what the report says. Following the release of the report we will send you updated information and analysis about the report and tips about how to answer questions about it that you may get from the media and policy makers. Following the release of the report, we will notify you of any national media coverage that we have been able to generate.








Marsha L. Tait, Senior Vice President


Public Affairs


ProLiteracy Worldwide


 











Good News from …





On Oct 19, 2005,  LV-Prince William received the Prince William Regional Chamber of Commerce 2005 Community Service Organization Business of the Year Award.  “To say the least, we are thrilled and honored!” says Kim Sells, Executive Director of LVA-PW





On Nov 15, LV-Fauquier County , in collaboration with the Virginia Adult Learning Resource Center, received notification of a Verizon grant to pilot an online Tutor Training Workshop, which is in development this fiscal year. 




















Colleagues, 


Do you have pride points you would like to share with other organizations? Please send your news to 





Victoire Gerkens Sanborn at


� HYPERLINK "mailto:vjsanbor@vcu.edu" ��vjsanbor@vcu.edu� 























New From the Field





Technology





From David Rosen, NIFL-Technology Listserv: The International Classroom and School Virtual Visit project, now in  its seventh year, links classrooms across the world to enable students to meet each other virtually, share information about their cultures, their classrooms, and their communities, and to build cultural understanding. Classes can include English as a Second or  


Other Language (ESOL/ESL), Adult Basic Education (ABE, GED),   


elementary or secondary education, or family literacy.  Students can  


be from age seven to adult.





As in past years, we hope classes will share student-to-student  


questions and answers, and possibly choose a film, book or current  


event which the partner classes can discuss. This year we also hope  


some sites will use blogs, wikis, and free Internet telephony.





If you would like to participate in this year's project, sign up on the I.C.V.V. e-list  by going to:


       � HYPERLINK "http://lists.literacytent.org/mailman/listinfo/icvv" ��http://lists.literacytent.org/mailman/listinfo/icvv� 


       Scroll down the page to choose an ID and password.  That's it,  


easy and free. 





New NCSALL Publications





From Kaye Beall, Outreach Coordinator/NCSALL Dissemination Project: Two new study circle guides and a forum guide are available from NCSALL. To download free copies or to order printed copies of these publications, please visit the NCSALL Web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncsall.net" ��http://www.ncsall.net�.


 


Research-based Adult Reading Instruction 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncsall.net/?id=892" ��www.ncsall.net/?id=892� 





This new professional development guide provides all the steps, materials, and readings for conducting a 10½-hour study circle for adult basic education and literacy practitioners. The study circle covers the latest research on reading instruction.


 


Skills for Health Care Access and Navigation 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncsall.net/?id=891" ��www.ncsall.net/?id=891� 





The goal of this 15-hour study circle+ is to prepare participants to help their students develop basic skills needed for accessing health-related services and for navigating health care systems.


 


Health Literacy Public Health Forums: Partners for Action


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncsall.net/?id=785" ��www.ncsall.net/?id=785� 





This guide was designed to assist public health professionals and members of departments of health to conduct a forum on health literacy and thereby raise awareness about health literacy and links to health outcomes. The guide includes the materials needed for planning and implementing the forum except for the video/DVD, In Plain Language.
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Program Resources








Important Dates





Holiday Closings





The Virginia Adult Learning Resource Center and Literacy Support Center are closed:





Thanksgiving: 


Noon, November 23 to


November 29 





Winter Holiday:


December 21, 2005 thorugh January 2, 2006
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International Health Conference


Yale University in April 2006 - Early Bird Registration!


"Empowering Communities to Bridge Health Divides"





When: April 1-2, 2006


Where: Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut


Who should attend?  Anyone interested in medicine, health education, health promotion, public health, international health, international service, nonprofits, or eye care


Conference Goal: To empower conference attendees to identify health needs and to develop solutions to improve access to care for the medically underserved


How to Register - Early Bird Registration!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.uniteforsight.org/2006_annual_conference.php" ��www.uniteforsight.org/2006_annual_conference.php� 


Early Bird Registration Rate:$30 student rate; $40 for all others





Submitted: Jennifer Staple, Yale
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