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December, 2005


deD 2005





Memo from the Literacy Support Center








Work and Wealth in Today’s Economy





The Economic Opportunities Program at the Aspen Institute has just released an article summarizing a provocative set of discussions about the roles of 


work and wealth in today's economy that took place during the inaugural Aspen Ideas Festival in July. 





EOP invited several top academics, advocates and journalists to share their perspectives during the week-long event. The article, entitled: "Family Economics: Work and Wealth in the New Economy," captures the ideas presented by Anthony Carnevale, Ron Haskins, Jason DeParle, Eric J. Cooper, Myron Orfield, Angela Glover Blackwell, Amy Domini, Mark Bryan and Roger Weisberg. 





Find the article at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aspeninstitute.org/atf/cf/%7BDEB6F227-659B-4EC8-8F84DF23CA704F5%7D/AspenIdeasPaper.pdf" ��www.aspeninstitute.org/atf/cf/%7BDEB6F227-659B-4EC8-8F84DF23CA704F5%7D/AspenIdeasPaper.pdf�  or





� HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/7zx9r" ��http://tinyurl.com/7zx9r�  (we used our tech tip on the left!)





EOP's festival sessions and the 


article about them were supported by the Annie E. Casey Foundation and Gamillah, Inc.












































2003 NAAL Reports Available


The U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) invites you to view the live webcast of the release of the first national findings on adult literacy since 1992. Results from the 2003 National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL) were released on December 15, 2006. The two initial reports on NAAL are: A First Look at the Literacy of America’s Adults in the 21st Century presents key results—including changes in adult literacy since 1992 and performance by gender, race/ethnicity, age, language spoken before starting school, educational attainment, and employment status. A companion report, Key Concepts and Features of the 2003 National Assessment of Adult Literacy describes the assessment’s key features and major data types.





Download NAAL reports at this site:


� HYPERLINK "http://nces.ed.gov/naal/" ��http://nces.ed.gov/naal/� 





The Network for Workplace Language, Literacy and Numeracy 





This network is a national, self-funding, and not-for-profit, national membership organization, based at Lancaster University. It has a mission to develop and support stakeholders responsible for quality strategic operational enhancement of language, literacy, and numeracy in the workplace. The Network has been established for over ten years working successfully with international, national (UK) and regional agencies to assist the development and management of workplace language, literacy and numeracy through six strategic aims:





To maximise national networking partnerships and operations


To provide responsive local and regional development expertise


To further the continuing professional development of stakeholders


To provide advice, guidance and consultancy 


To contribute to policy formulation 


To engage in research activity





Check out the very useful website  � HYPERLINK "http://www.thenetwork.co.uk" ��www.thenetwork.co.uk� 


for sections on resources, media, conferences and seminars, professional development, case studies and projects. 





The Network also has a provider toolkit, which is currently being expanded to be of even more help to providers, again check this out on the web.





Sandra Pegum, NIFL listservs























Look for!!





Grant writing and statistics workshops in January in Roanoke and Warrenton. We will schedule one in eastern Virginia as well, and others in other regions as needed. 





These are NOT the RFP workshop, but meant to compliment the RFP workshops, which will become available as soon as the Department of Education, Office of Adult Education and Literacy announces their release.





These grants are competitive! Although the RFP is not available, we suggest that you start collaborative discussions and begin to formulate your project design now. 


Don’t forget to craft your memorandums of understanding!!





For questions, contact:





Victoire Gerkens Sanborn at


� HYPERLINK "mailto:vjsanbor@vcu.edu" ��vjsanbor@vcu.edu� 























News From the Field





Technology in the Classroom





In case you're looking for visual examples of effective integration of


technology in the adult ed classroom, OTAN has some videos posted at


http://www.otan.us/Itap/. Click on Video Gallery.





The latest ones are of a teacher using an Interactive whiteboard with ESOL


learners. You can see examples of activities using a projected Web site,


dragging text and objects, and making instructional software a whole group


activity. They will help you visualize what a class can do with an


interactive whiteboard if you haven't seen one being used.





There are also examples of using portable keyboards for writing practice,


ABE students making a calendar, technology use in a high school diploma


lab, and more. 





If you check these out, let me know if there are other technology


integration strategies you would like to see videos of. Always looking


for new ideas.





From Marian Thatcher, Coordinator of Technology Projects, Otan








Tech Tip!





If you want to make a "tiny url" of any long one, you can do this  


easily and free by going to: � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com" ��http://tinyurl.com�.








Instructional Technology





Check out the instructional technology page on the Literacy Assistance Center’s website to find information on computer basics for instructors, media literacy, using the Internet in instruction, and more!


Go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.lacnyc.org/resources/IT/" ��http://www.lacnyc.org/resources/IT/�. 








Our Website Has a New Look!





Please check our new logo and website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.valrc.org" ��www.valrc.org�. Our updated look and new colors reflect our enthusiasm about the future of adult education and literacy in Virginia. We are looking forward to working with you in the coming year and improving our services.





Thank you for all the hard work you do for our clients. It’s a pleasure serving all of you. Have a happy and safe holiday season! 





�














�





Program Resources








Important Dates








Holiday Closings





The Virginia Adult Learning Resource Center and Literacy Support Center are closed:


December 21, 2005 through January 2, 2006





Our website has a new URL! Go to


http://www.valrc.org/















































Websites for Adult Learners





The adult learner sites on this link provided by The Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County are listed by subject. They include general sites as well as more specific sites, such as The Key, The Learning Edge, Activities for ESL Students, etc.





Go to:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cincinnatilibrary.org/resources/sbs.asp?category=24" ��www.cincinnatilibrary.org/resources/sbs.asp?category=24� 
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