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· Memo From ProLiteracy America: The affiliate programs in Virginia are very important to ProLiteracy America. The organization sent a survey on October 27th to all affiliates soliciting their direct input regarding current benefits and new services they would like to see. Affiliates have until November 16th to complete and return the survey. For questions, contact Cyndi Guy, Membership Services Manager, ProLiteracy Worldwide, 315-422-9121 ext. #226, cguy@proliteracy.org.
· Adults With Dyslexia Can Improve With Phonics Based Instruction: New research shows that phonics-based instruction can actually change brain activity in adults with dyslexia, resulting in significant improvements in reading. The findings from a collaborative study by Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center and Georgetown University Medical Center were reported today in the journal Neuron.  “With about 112 hours of phonic-based instruction, adults with dyslexia had significant improvements in reading and changes in brain activity while reading," said Lynn Flowers, Ph.D., senior researcher from Wake Forest Baptist. "We know that dyslexia is not something children outgrow, and our findings suggest that it's never too late for instruction to overcome this disability." To read more of this article, go to National LINCS, www.nifl.gov/lincs/, and click on Literacy in the News. Or contact: Karen Richardson, krchrdsn@wfubmc.edu,336-716-4587, Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center.
· Secrets of Success: Profiles of University Graduates with Learning Disabilities. This PDF document from York University, Canada, includes tips for parents, students, teachers, and employers, as well as profiles of recent graduates. Download the full booklet at: www.yorku.ca/cdc/ldp/success/index.htm
Program Governance and Structure

· Board Governance: Social Venture Partners, a Seattle-based nonprofit corporation that links businesses to nonprofits, offers an extensive list of resources on board governance, fund development, management systems, information technology, marketing and media, and more. Go to: www.svpseattle.org/resource_libraries/Board_and_Governance/boardandgovernance.htm
· Volunteer BC: New to this website for Canada’s volunteer organization are “A to Z of Board Governance” and “Risk Management and Screening Policies.” Go to: www.volunteerbc.bc.ca/main.html and click a topic in the “New to the website” pop-up box on the upper right side.
Found on LINCS: Websites for Teachers and Students

· Living With LD on the Job: The skills people develop in dealing with a learning disability can help them overcome problems and turn them into strengths, whether they're working now, searching for a job, or getting ready to change careers. For more information go to: www.ncld.org/livingwithld/ldonjob_home.cfm 

· A Look Inside the Human Body: Take a virtual peek at the nervous system, circulatory system, skeletal structure, and more. Go to:  www4.tpgi.com.au/users/amcgann/body/. 
· GED Practice Site in Spanish: This website, created by Invex Internacional, features study sections in Spanish for math, verbal, and cognitive skills for the GED.  The level is intermediate to advanced. Go to: www.ruv.itesm.mx/cursos/sociales/hb028/ged/areas/.
· Sounds of English: Designed by two teachers, this pronunciation site is useful for learners of English and their teachers.  http://www.soundsofenglish.org/. 

· Adult Learning Activities: This site from the California Distance Learning Project offers story lists in the following categories: housing, families, health, law & government, school, money, science and technology, and more. Go to: www.cdlponline.org/.
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Memo from the Literacy Support Center


















































Getting your Board to Help with Fundraising  © Hodiak 2001-2002





Get board members involved in fundraising. This list of fundraising opportunities will inspire board members to become active in your organization’s fundraising program. Print this page for them and ask how they would like to participate in fundraising.





How Board Members Can Raise $100 or More Each Month





1. Give Yourself – or increase your level of giving.


    * Become a monthly donor.


    * Use electronic fund transfer (EFT) or credit card charge. 


    * Pledge $100/month. 





2. Ask your employer to match your fund-raising gift.


    * Many employers will also match gifts of spouses and retired employees. 





3. “Adopt” two donors for one year.


    * Call and thank donors for their gifts.


    * Invite donors to lunch or special functions.


    * Send a personal note along with annual report or newsletter.


    * Send news clippings or notify donors of television or radio coverage.


    * Sign a personal note on the donor's annual solicitation letter. 





4. Solicit small businesses, churches, synagogues, or service clubs with which you are involved for gifts of $100 or more. If you are an active donor or member, this is very effective. You can usually be successful with a simple proposal and oral presentation.





5. Make a list of all your friends and associates who may be interested in the mission of the nonprofit organization.


    * Write on your own stationery, include a brochure and return envelope.


    * Secure 2 donors @ $50/month or 10 donors @ $10/month.


    * Ask your friends to make a fundraising gift at the level at which you have given. 





Retrieved 10-12-04 from the Dr. Charity Development Resource Center on the Nonprofit Development Resource Center website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.drcharity.com/fundrai.html" ��www.drcharity.com/fundrai.html�. 








Story of the Week





NALD, the National Adult Literacy Database of Canada, features a new and original student story every week.  Stories are written by adults at a beginner or intermediate level. Download a new story every Monday, or find archived stories at: 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.nald.ca/STORY/Story.htm" ��www.nald.ca/STORY/Story.htm� 
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Important Dates





Holiday Closings:





The Literacy Support Center and Resource Center will be closed:  


Thanksgiving:  Wednesday, November 24, at 12:30 P.M. through Friday, November 26th.  


Winter Holiday: December 22, 2004 through January 2, 2005.  
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