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 COABE Conference: The Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) and the Ohio Association for Adult and Continuing Education (OAACE) will host the annual COABE conference in Columbus, Ohio, April 24 - 28, 2004. Registration information is available at the conference web site: www.coabe04.org/. 
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 Voices of Adult Learners, March 25, 2004, Charlottesville, VA—

a popular VA Book Festival Event sponsored by the local RLCC featuring writings of over 100 area adult learners. For more information, go to: www.avenue.org/adulted. 
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  The Jeopard-Bee in Danville: Project Literacy's annual fundraiser  is coming to Danville, Virginia on Thursday, April 1, 2004. Businesses and organizations make contributions to be able to join our old-fashioned spelling bee played with a Jeopardy Game Show format. The event will be held at Dimon's Carrington Center, beginning at 5:45 PM. For details call Mary Ann Lacy at 434-799-6471, xt. 2353.
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  Accountability Training II: Enhancements and Solutions: The Office of Adult Education and Literacy will be sponsoring a second series of accountability training from March through May at the Virginia Department of Education and Other Computer Labs in Virginia. You will receive a brochure inviting you to sessions scheduled. The main topics will include how to:
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Use each feature of the export function
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Find solutions to data set problems 
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Support program improvement 

Watch for important upcoming events. For more questions, contact Judy Fine, Data Specialist, 804-786-8367.
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New Web Site: Program Leadership and Improvement: The goal of the LINCS Program Leadership and Improvement Special Collection is to provide access to quality online resources for adult basic and literacy education leaders to improve program services and outcomes. Featured Topics include “Background, Perspectives, & Beliefs,”  “Models for Program Improvement,” and “Tools & Resources.” Go to: http://pli.cls.utk.edu/. 
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The Partnership for 21st Century Skills is a new public-private organization formed to promote the teaching of skill sets demanded by growth industries. It brings together a wide spectrum of stakeholders to define and assess 21st century skills, to make recommendations, and to provide tools for implementation. The Partnership comprises Apple, Cable in the Classroom, Cisco, Dell, the National Education Association, Microsoft, SAP, and the Time-Warner Foundation. The Partnership is also supported, in part, by the U.S. Department of Education. It has a free report, Learning for the 21st Century, and companion document Milestones for Improving Learning and Education (MILE), as well as an online self-assessment questionnaire to help communities develop a framework for moving forward. For more information, visit their web site at http://www.21stcenturyskills.org.  (Center for Workforce Success-What's Working Newsletter, November/December 2003-Issue Number 22)
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  NCLE (National Center for ESL Literacy Education) Notes, Volume 12, is currently online and downloadable at NCLE's Web site at www.cal.org/ncle/whatnew.htm.  The theme of the issue is linguistically and culturally diverse seniors, especially those in the workforce.
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  Using Technology: Evaluating Software Programs
Are you trying to incorporate more technology into your ESOL classes but don't know what software is good and what isn't?  Are you unsure of what you want to buy? To find out what current software is recommended by NCLE (National Center for ESL Literacy Education) for teaching ESOL, click on www.cal.org/ncle/softwareval.htm. The article includes: Software Evaluation Guidelines , ESL Software List with Contact Information, Software Evaluation Web Sites, and NCLE Software Picks.
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  Three New Verizon University Courses
The National Center for Family Literacy (NCFL) and ProLiteracy Worldwide are pleased to announce the addition of three new courses to Verizon Literacy University (VLU), the first-ever online university (www.vluonline.org) dedicated to connecting literacy organizations, volunteers, corporations, and others who want to know more about supporting literacy.  These newest course offerings focus on information that is crucial to a well-guided literacy program serving English Language Learners.  They are:
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  Volunteering in English Language Learner Literacy Classes
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  Culture and English Language Learners 
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  Citizenship: What Volunteers Need to Know

 VLU is entirely free and available to anyone with an internet connection.  Most courses can be completed in 30 to 45 minutes. Currently, VLU offers ten unique courses designed to reach potential and existing literacy volunteers, as well as program directors and staff. NCFL, ProLiteracy, and Verizon invite you to log on and check out all that VLU can offer you, your program, and your program staff.  For additional information about Verizon Literacy University, visit www.vluonline.org. (Posted by Ginger Wilding, 2/18/04)


Program Resources





Mark Your Calendars!
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Memo from the Literacy Support Center
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Lobby Law and Your Program


John Randall





The 1976 Lobby Law created a simple and objective standard for determining what constitutes lobbying and how much lobbying a 501(c)(3) organization can do. Nonprofits must elect to comply with this statute. They do so by submitting Form 5768 to the IRS.


If you do make the election, you are subject to these limits:


You can spend up to 20% of the first $500,000 of your annual expenditures on lobbying. (There is a formula for budgets over this amount. More information is available at the website of Charity Lobbying in the Public Interest: � HYPERLINK "http://www.clpi.org" ��www.clpi.org�.) Only cash expenditures count, not the value of volunteer time.


Only attempts to influence legislation or legislative spending decisions are considered lobbying at both federal and state levels. Contact with agency officials is not considered lobbying.


There is a distinction between mobilizing your members and mobilizing the general public. You must not spend more than 25% of your total lobbying expenditure on mobilizing the general public, so make everyone associated with your program a member and only call members to action.


Whether or not you elect to comply with the 1976 Lobby Law, you must report expenditures for any lobbying activity on your I-990 tax return. Programs cannot use any federal or state funds, or any cash match thereto, for lobbying.


You don’t have to set up a restricted account for lobbying, but you do have to make sure that the organization has enough nongovernment and nonmatch unrestricted funding to cover the total of any lobbying expenses. And, of course, what individuals do on their own time with their own resources is of no consequence to the program, as long as the program elects to comply with the 1976 Lobby Law.





(To read Jon Randall’s full article, go to the Winter, 2004 issue of LitScape, p.7)











Important Dates





�  13th Annual Conference on Family Literacy, National Center for Family Literacy, March 1-3, Orlando, FL


  


�  VSRA 37th Annual Association Conference, Virginia State Reading Association, MARCH 18, Richmond, VA 


 


�  10th Annual Virginia Festival of the Book, March 24, Charlottesville, VA





  �  TESOL 38th Annual Conference, Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages, March 29, Long Beach, CA





�  COABE Conference, April 24-28, Columbus, OH





�  2004 VAACE Conference, May 5-8, Virginia Beach, VA


    


�  Literacy Fair of Virginia, May 20, Keysville, VA














March 2 is


Read Across America Day





Also celebrate Dr. Seuss’s 100th Birthday on the Seussentennial website!





� HYPERLINK "http://www.seussville.com/seussentennial/" ��www.seussville.com/seussentennial/� 
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