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  VAACE to host a Legislative Breakfast on February 3, 2004 in the Capitol and General Assembly Building from 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon in conference room West 4. This event will be held in conjunction with Governor Warner’s initiative for Lifelong Learning, RACE TO GED, and LIFELONG LEARNING WEEK, an event sponsored by VAACE each February.  Invitations will be sent to all legislators to come and visit with adult educators.  Please contact your local legislators and encourage them to attend.  Displays about adult education, workplace literacy, the RLCC’s (Regional Literacy Coordinating Committees), and RACE TO GED projects will be available. Many of you may want to bring students to the General Assembly, which will be in session beginning at 12:00.  If you would like to have them recognized, you must contact your local legislator in advance to introduce them. Find your local legislator: http://legis.state.va.us/. For questions about the breakfast, contact VAACE legislative liaison, Dale Temple, at 804-733-2670 or dtemple@princegeorgeva.org.
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  Dollar General COMMUNITY GRANTS Announcement:  Dollar General’s community grants program provides support for non-profit organizations committed to the advancement of literacy, drop out prevention, and character education. If your organization is interested in applying for a community grant in one of these three focus areas, please review the guidelines, print the community grants application form, and submit your request prior to one of the deadlines listed on the site. First submission deadline is March 5th. Grant award announcements will be made March 30th. Go to www.dollargeneral.com and type “community grants” in the search bar for more information. Also, The Dollar General Literacy Foundation welcomes proposals from non-profit literacy providers on an annual basis. The RFP submission deadline is April 9, 2004. Request for Proposal packages will be available online January 23, 2004. To place your name on the RFP mailing list for future RFPs, please send your organization's name, contact name, and mailing address to The Dollar General Literacy Foundation, P.O. Box 1064, Goodlettsville, TN 37072-1064. 


[image: image3.png]



New Online Resource!  The 2003 Grants and Foundations booklet for Virginia’s community-based literacy organizations is now online. To find live links to private and corporate foundations that fund adult literacy programs and other grant-seeking resources, go to the Resource Center website at www.aelweb.vcu.edu/ , and click on Grants and Foundations on the front page, or go directly to the publication by clicking on: www.aelweb.vcu.edu/publications/foundgrants/. You will need an Adobe Acrobat Reader to download this pdf document.
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  Online Dictionaries: (Information provided by Julie Keany Hodorowski, RN, MA, NIFL:Health listserv)

· Merriam-Webster talking dictionary

www.m-w.com/home.htm.

· Medical dictionaries and drug information resources

www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/druginformation.html. 

· Talking glossaries (English & Spanish!) 

www.genome.gov/glossary.cfm. 
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The GED/ESL Tech Center: On this site ESL students can learn at their own speed, improving their math, reading, writing, grammar, listening, pronunciation, job-search, test-preparation, keyboarding, and computer skills by choosing their level. Go to: http://success.shore.ctc.edu/callab/.
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The Guide to Grammar and Writing: Hosted by the Capital Community College in Hartford, CT, this site contains grammar-related resources, including "digital handouts" and web-based activities and quizzes—plus a way to submit questions about grammar and writing. Click on http://ccc.commnet.edu/grammar.  (From Jeff Carter, NIFL:Technology listserv)
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Financial Literacy Funding:  (This information was compiled by ProLiteracy Worldwide)

1. American Express Funding Available for Education Projects to Improve Financial Behaviors: The American Express Foundation and the National Endowment for Financial Education (NEFE) are seeking applications for financial education projects whose purpose is to increase the financial literacy of underserved segments of the population in ways that develop skills leading to positive changes in money management behaviors. The American Express Economic Independence Fund (AEEIF) will offer grants ranging from $15,000 - $30,000 for financial education projects of 12 to 24 months in duration that will benefit underserved populations including individuals moving from welfare to work, immigrants, new workers, and young employees.  A minimum of $500,000 will be awarded in 2004 to approximately 20 nonprofit organizations whose projects are selected for funding.  Any nonprofit organization with a current 501(c)(3) designation whose clients are representative of the targeted populations are eligible to apply.  The RFP is available on NEFE's Web site at: www.nefe.org/amexeconfundrfp. The deadline for applications is March 5, 2004.

2. Wells Fargo Financial Literacy Initiative: The San Francisco-based Wells Fargo Bank has instituted a project entitled "Banking on our Future" that is giving students in grades 4-12 and adults the opportunity to improve their level of financial literacy.  Although the program emphasizes school programs, there is a program that works to meet the needs of older youth and adults.  For more information on the initiative visit www.bankingonourfuture.org. 

3. ING Financial Literacy Grants: The international banking firm ING offers grants of $5,000 and more to help build financial literacy.  Projects considered for funding include: financial literacy programs in underserved communities and those that improve financial know-how for women and minorities starting small businesses.  For more information, contact ING Foundation at 770-980-6580 or visit

www.ing-usa.com/about/connect/index.html. 
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Mark Your Calendars!
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Memo from the Literacy Support Center


















































Tips for Multiple Choice Questions 


From Learning to Learn, TV 411








This online activity from TV 411, the television series for adults who want to strengthen their literacy skills, includes a self-directed slide show that focuses on tips for answering multiple-choice questions. The lesson shows students how to identify answers that might be incorrect, how to use the process of elimination and the specific keys adult learners need to read passages, and selecting answers in a multiple-choice format. (Text from My LINCS)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.tv411.org/lessons/cfm/learning.cfm?str=learning&num=8&act=1" ��www.tv411.org/lessons/cfm/learning.cfm?str=learning&num=8&act=1� 
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Important Dates


 


�  VAACE Legislative Breakfast, February 3, Richmond, VA


�  National Conference on Family Literacy, February 28-March 3, Orlando, FL





�  2004 VAACE Conference, May 5-8, Virginia Beach, VA


  


�  COABE Conference, April 24-28, Columbus, OH


  


�  Literacy Fair of Virginia, May 20, Keysville, VA














February is


Black History Month!





Find a collection of sites on the Black History 


hot list at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/BHM/bh_hotlist.html" ��http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/BHM/bh_hotlist.html�





Celebrate 


Lifelong Learning 


in February!


Go to the VAACE website for details:


� HYPERLINK "http://vaace.org/" ��http://vaace.org/� 
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