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Celebrate Literacy! October 6th is the early bird deadline date for discounted registration fees for ProLiteracy’s first  worldwide conference on November 14-17!  Hyatt Regency rooms are still available at the conference rate of $120 for a double or single room. Contact 202-737-1234 or go to https://washingtonregency.hyatt.com.  For conference details and to register online, go to http://www.proliteracy.org/conference/. 
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Facing the Future:  Leadership, Collaboration & Strategic Restructuring, Especially for Nonprofit Organizations 7th Annual Fall Conference, Tuesday, October 7, 2003, at the University of Richmond. To register, contact Rebecca Halloran at rmhallor@vcu.edu or call 804-828-2362 or 827-0246. The $35 fee includes lunch.
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  National Book Scholarship Fund:  Applications are now being accepted for the National Book Scholarship Fund (NBSF), which is a grants program of ProLiteracy Worldwide. Proposals must bear a postmark of December 4, 2003 or earlier.  Awards will be made until funds are exhausted. For additional information, contact Mara Roberts, project administrator, by phone at 315-422-9121, Ext. 345; by e-mail at mroberts@proliteracy.org; or by writing the National Book Scholarship Fund, ProLiteracy Worldwide, 1320 Jamesville Avenue, Syracuse, NY 13210.  http://www.proliteracy.org.
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Grants and Grantwriting: This comprehensive resource from eduscapes keeps you up to date on programs related to the No Child Left Behind Act. Also found on this site are sources for finding funding. Go to http://eduscapes.com/tap/topic94.htm. 
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Grants Office at myschools.com offers templates and forms for filling out proposals, needs statements, and goals and objectives. Go to http://www.sde.state.sc.us/superintendent/grants/ 
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What data do funders want to see in problem statements? On this site find quick tips on what types of numbers are helpful and not helpful for funders when they're assessing how much need there is for the program you're proposing. Go to http://www.gnocdc.org/articles/datafunders.html. 
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Fundraising and Grants information from Tech News: enhancing human services through technology, is a site offered by United Way of New York City. Find articles of interest and software recommendations at http://www.uwnyc.org/technews/fundraising_grants.html 
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Verizon Literary University (VLU) is a valuable, free resource for your literacy organization. Go to http://www.vluonline.org/ to find resources on recruitment and training, online courses, and other literacy resources.  The site is simple, easy to use, and free.
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Communications Capacity Building: The Benton Foundation offers an online community toolkit for Assessing Nonfprofit Technology Humanware Needs. “A needs assessment will determine what kinds of technology capacity-building support the community’s nonprofit sector needs and what the sector can find money for. An assessment will also help build awareness among nonprofits that will lead them to advocate technology support.“ http://www.benton.org/publibrary/practice/ta/commkitpage4.html 
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Tell your stakeholders about greeting cards that support literacy organizations!  Good Cause Greetings offers holiday cards that support ProLiteracy Worldwide and Literacy Volunteers of America by donating 10% of the cost of the cards to those organizations. Click on http://www.goodcausegreetings.com/Merchant2/merchant.mv?Screen=SFNT&Store_Code=G, then go to “Participating Charities” on the left side, and check out the literacy holiday cards.  
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Reading and Literacy in America, Policy Notes from the Educational Testing Service, Spring, 2003. This 12-page PDF document provides a comprehensive overview of the adequacy of our nation’s reading skills. Included are statistics ranging from elementary school through college. Go to http://www.ets.org/research/pic/readingpn.pdf. 
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Memo from the Literacy Support Center








Technology Resources












































Excerpts from Reading and Literacy in America, ETS Policy Notes, Volume 11, Number 2, Spring 2003.





“It is a fact that about 3 in 10 students in the U.S. do not make it through high school to receive a regular diploma. And of the high school graduates who go on to college, about the same proportion (3 in 10) must take remedial courses before they are ready to do college work. The popular understanding is often conveyed in cartoons, like one showing a mother reporting to her husband a conversation with their son, who was now enrolled in college: “Isn’t it wonderful, dear? Johnny says he is learning to read.” (Page 1)





“Oversimplified, reading means to comprehend what a text says, while literacy is the ability to solve everyday problems that are delivered through the printed word.” (Page 3-4)





“In school, students are taught to read for understanding of the information the text conveys, which is certainly important in the workplace. However, employers, when they hire young people, are considering more than that when they complain that employees “can’t read.” They are looking at employees’ ability to perform tasks that are conveyed to them through print.” (Page 5)





“The level of prose, document, and quantitative literacy is a powerful predictor of how well one does in the labor market. The differences in literacy proficiency that we see by race and ethnicity translate directly into inequality in labor market status.  (Page 6)





“The most striking and troubling fact about reading and literacy in the U.S. is the wide differentials between racial and ethnic groups, beginning in kindergarten and continuing through school and into adulthood. With the strong associations between literacy and success in the economy, reducing these differentials becomes critical in equalizing opportunity.” (Page 10)
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These literacy holiday cards can be found at Good Cause Greetings.  See page 2 for details.
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Grant Writing Resources








Important Dates





�	Especially for Nonprofit Organization Conference, Oct 7, Richmond, VA ($35)





�  Program Managers Meeting, Oct 29, Richmond, VA





�  GED Examiners Meeting, Oct 30, Richmond, VA


  


�  ProLiteracy Worldwide Conference, November 14-17, Washington, D.C.





�  2004 VAACE Conference, May 5-8, Virginia Beach, VA


  


�  COABE Conference,  April 24-28, Columbus, OH














� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.goodcausegreetings.com/Merchant2/graphics/00000001/LVA0105.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���

















 














Literacy Support Center


Victoire Gerkens Sanborn, Director


� HYPERLINK "mailto:vjsanbor@mail1.vcu.edu" ��vjsanbor@mail1.vcu.edu�


800-237-0178





http://www.aelweb.vcu.edu/


literacy_support_center/ 
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