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   Program Managers Meeting, May 13 & 14, Radford University. The preliminary agenda includes Data System Training, Assessment, Pre-testing and Post-testing, Goal Setting, and more. To register and reserve a room, contact Jane Swing at jswing@radford.edu or (540) 831-6207. 
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   The Literacy Fair of Virginia will be held at Southside Community College in Keysville on May 22. This all-day event offers workshops, food, and prizes for students as well as tutors, teachers, and managers. Registration deadline is May 2. The cost, which includes lunch, is only $15. Student registrations are free. Contact Shelia Harper at 1-888-200-7549 or Shelia.Harper@sv.cc.va.us. 
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   Assessment Tests: Programs receiving CBLO grants from the DOE will receive a list of approved assessment tests for pre- and post-testing at the program managers meeting.  Please check your mail, the Resource Center calendar, and VAELN listserv for training on assessments offered in your regions and for registration forms.  Below is the schedule for BEST Plus training. This training includes CBLOs. Call 800-237-0178 to register.

	June 4
	Charlottesville – Piedmont Virginia Community College

	June 6
	Dublin – New River Valley Community College

	June 10
	Rustburg (Near Lynchburg) – Campbell County VoTech Center

	June 10
	Prince William County Public Schools – Adult Ed. Center, Independence Hill

	June 11
	Newport News Public Schools, Enterprise Academy


The Next Three Announcements are provided by the Office of Volunteerism, Division of Community Program, Department of Social Services:
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    Value of Volunteer Time: The Virginia Average Hourly Value of Volunteer Time is $19.77
      This estimated value is determined by The Virginia Employment Commission (VEC), Economic Information Services Division. (Effective July 2002 – June 2003)
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Charitable Mileage Deductions: 2002 Internal Revenue Service regulations permit a 14 cents per mile deduction on federal income tax returns; or the actual cost of gas and oil.  Parking and toll fees may be added to this amount.  The deduction is recorded on Schedule A of Form 1040.  For additional information call 1-877-829-5500 or download instructions for Schedule A, Itemized Deductions from the IRS at http://www.irs.gov. Virginians who claim a charitable mileage deduction on their federal return may also claim the difference between 18 cents per mile (the state rate) and the federal rate (14 cents per mile).  This deduction of 4 cents per mile is recorded on form 760.  You must attach a schedule of computations.   The instructions can be found on page 16 of Form 760.  For additional information or questions, contact the Virginia Department of Taxation, Individual Taxes, 804-367-8031.  You can also download form 760 at http://www.tax.state.va.us.
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AmeriCorps Request for Proposal: The Virginia Commission on National and Community Service announces that the Virginia AmeriCorps Program request for proposal (RFP) is available for response.  Proposals are due May 23, 2003 by 5:00 P.M.  To request a copy of the RFP, please call 800-638-3839, extension 4.  The Virginia AmeriCorps Programs are a part of national service opportunities for those who make a substantial commitment to service.  The goal is to meet critical education, environment, public safety, and/or other human needs while engaging more Virginians in national and community service.  The proposed project will serve as an AmeriCorps planning grant for one year before transitioning to a full program addressing one of the critical needs in Virginia.
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Literacy Instruction Increases Earnings: Students Attribute Higher Earnings to Literacy Volunteers of America Tutoring, A.T. Kearney Analysis: LVA Creates $33 in Economic Impact for Every $1 Spent.  To read the article, written in 1999, go to http://www.literacyvolunteers.org/home/press/nov499kearney.html 
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   2002 Student Survey at http://harry_i_seda_lva.tripod.com/studentsurvey/ surveyed what 285 adult literacy students at LVA-Middleton, NY want and need to know, and what interested them in learning. 
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Why a Community Benefits from Adult Literacy Education, downloaded From the NIFL Family List Serve, April 17, 2003.  In response to a question that asked for general reasons on how a literacy tutoring and/or a literacy program (for adults) directly benefits a local community, David J. Rosen, the Director of the Adult Literacy Resource Institute in Greater Boston wrote: 

1.  Family literacy
Community adults—and their children—benefit from adult literacy.

Several studies show that children's literacy is positively related to the education level and reading practices of their parents:

· Go to the NALD database and search for Thomas Sticht's work on family literacy—the "double duty dollars" argument that an investment in the parent's (usually mother's) level of education has the extra added value of improving children's literacy) For example, http://www.nald.ca/fulltext/roi/front.htm  

· Also see "International Comparisons in Fourth-Grade Reading Literacy: Findings from the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study  (PIRLS) of 2001.” Three key results from the international study include:

· Better readers engaged in early literacy activities before starting school.

· Fourth-graders from homes with many children's books had higher achievement than those from homes with few books.

· Students with the highest reading achievement had parents who read for at least six hours per week.

 http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2003073  

2.  Workplace literacy

Community members—in their role as workers—may need and benefit from increased basic skills.  Community employers also benefit from a more highly skilled workforce.

A Conference Board study called "Turning Skills into Profits: Economic Benefits of Workplace Education Programs," supported by the OVAE/USDOE, found that employers saw many positive outcomes for their employees from their investments in workplace literacy. http://www.conferenceboard.ca/education/pdf/Skills_Profits.pdf  

3.  Health literacy
In their roles as family members, workers, and community members, adults who can read medicine labels and prescriptions, and literature to help them manage an illness, will be healthier. http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/healthliteracy/news.html  
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County Estimates for People of All Ages in Poverty in Virginia: 1998, Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Housing and Household Economic Statistics Division, Small Area Estimates Branch Last 

Revised: December 20, 2001 http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/stcty/a98_51.htm 
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Compare educational statistics from 2000 Census Bureau for your county to overall state figures.

Go to: Virginia Quick Facts, U.S. Census Bureau at http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/51000.html
Select a county, top left.  

Click on “Browse More Data Sets” on top right of table.

Click on “Social Characteristics” in Census 2000 Population, Demographic, and Housing Information.  This will be a document in PDF format.

Check Table DP-2 for school enrollment, educational attainment, and foreign-born.

Virginia 2000 Census Statistics

Educational Attainment, population 25 years and older
4,666,574
100%

Less than 9th grade




   
   338,184
  7.2%

9th-12th grade, no diploma



   
   526,426
11.3%

High school graduate (includes equivalency)


1,212,463
26.0%

Some college, no degree



  
   951,700
20.4%

Associate degree




  
   262,813
  5.6%


Bachelor’s degree





   835,011
 17.9%

Graduate or professional degree



   539,977
 11.6%

% high school graduate or higher





 81.5%

% bachelor’s degree or higher





 29.5%
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1999 Census Poverty Data by Local Educational Agency—Top 10 Poverty Sites/Bottom 10 Poverty Sites in Virginia.  The average state total is 11.10%. To find your area statistics, go to: http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/LSL/eligible/index.html. 

Top Ten Poverty Sites by Local Educational Agency 

1. Town of Colonial Beach Public Schools

42.69%

2. Franklin City Public Schools


27.88%

3. Norton City Public Schools



27.58%

4. Galax City Public Schools



26.21%

5. Lee County Public Schools



25.91%

6. Richmond City Public Schools


24.96%

7. Buchanan County Public Schools


24.95%

8. Dickenson County Public Schools


24.02%

9. Northampton County Public Schools

23.80%

10. Danville City Public Schools


23.71%

Bottom Ten Sites by Local Educational Agency

1. Loudoun County Public Schools


3.40%

2. Falls Church City Public Schools

3.44%

3. Stafford County Public Schools


4.46%

4. York County Public Schools


4.54%

5. Hanover County Public Schools


4.56%

6. Fairfax County Public Schools


4.92%

7. Fauquier County Public Schools


5.45%

8. Poquoson City Public Schools


5.49%

9. Fairfax City Public Schools


5.53%

10. Chesterfield County Public Schools

6.10%

“In marketing I've seen only one strategy that can't miss--and that is to market to your best customers first, your best prospects second and the rest of the world last.” 


—John Romero














  Virginia Literacy Foundation and the Virginia Adult Learning Resource Center   


1-800-237-0178
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Memo from the Literacy Support Center








“Learning is the only thing the mind never exhausts, never fears, and never regrets.” 


—Leonardo Da Vinci
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“We used to think that if we knew one, we knew two, because one and one are two. We are finding that we must learn a great deal more about ‘and’.”  —Sir Arthur Eddington (1882–1944)
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