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 Annual VAACE Conference: March 13, 14, & 15th at the Alexandria Mark Hilton in Alexandria, VA.  Register on-site at the registration table.  One-day registrations are also available.  For details, go to http://www.aelweb.vcu.edu/vaace/vaace.htm and click on V AACE Conference.
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 It is not too early to arrange transportation for your tutors and students to attend the Literacy Fair of Virginia on May 22 in at Southside Community College in Keysville, VA.  This one-day event offers workshops, food, and prizes for students as well as tutors, teachers, and managers. Registration fee is only $15. Students come for free. Contact Shelia Harper at 1-888-200-7549 or Shelia.Harper@sv.cc.va.us. 
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 2003 Foundations and Grants Booklet is coming: Tired of spending hours on the Internet or in the library researching grants and scholarships for your program? The Literacy Support Center is in the process of designing a 40-page Grants and Foundations Resource Guide for Literacy Programs in Virginia.  Reserve your copy now! Final editions will be printed in May.  E-mail vdesk@vcu.edu and ask to be placed on our mailing list.  Type “Grant Booklet Request” in the subject line, and your name, title, organization’s name, and mailing address in the main body of the text.
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 Grant applications from literacy programs are accepted at Georgia-Pacific Foundation: The Georgia-Pacific Foundation offers grants to help individuals succeed in the workplace.  The Foundation supports adult and family literacy, and also offers funds to support scholarships, technical training and other job training programs.  Grants for projects generally start at $1,000.  Send applications to Curley Dossman, Jr., Georgia-Pacific Foundation, 133 Peachtree St., NE, Atlanta, GA 30303.  Website: www.gp.com/center/community/grantprocess.html. 
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  Family Information Center: The Eric Clearinghouse on Reading, English and Communication offers educational materials and services to parents who take an active role in their children's education! Find free information on homework helpers, learning activities, parent brochures, featured books, and a phonics toolkit in pdf format.  Go to http://eric.indiana.edu/www/indexfr.html. 
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  Bedtime Story: Find beautifully illustrated, whimsical stories for children of all ages at 

http://the-office.com/bedtime-story/index.htm 
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Book Adventure:  This site, created by Sylvan Learning Foundation, offers a free reading motivation program for children in grades K-8. Children create their own book lists from over 6,000 recommended titles, take multiple choice quizzes on the books they've read offline, and earn points and prizes for their literary successes. Go to http://www.bookadventure.com/. 
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  New LINCS Hot Sites: Check out the new sites at http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/hotsites/hotsites.html.  New offerings include:
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  The Beehive:  Find basic information regarding current events, schools, family, money, health care and jobs.  Go to: http://www.thebeehive.org/.
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  Read TV News: Learners can choose a news story to watch, read a written version of that story, and take a quiz or do activities based on the story. http://www.readtvnews.org.
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  The Internet Picture Dictionary is an online multilingual picture dictionary designed especially for ESL students and beginning English, French, German, Spanish and Italian language learners of all ages. Interactive activities to help learners remember new vocabulary are: flashcards, fill-in-the-blank, word scrambles, stinky spelling and straight recall. http://www.pdictionary.com/.
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   How to make online shopping translate into extra dollars for your program!  This program tip came from Sallie Garrett, Director of Highlands Educ. Literacy Program in Abingdon.  Up to 39% of each purchase you make at iGive.com can be designated for your literacy program. If each board member, staff, and volunteer bought just a few items at member online stores as Avon, Babies R Us, Brooks Brothers, Chadwick’s of Boston, Fingerhut, Gap.com, Hickory Farms, JustMySize, Linen Source, Nutrisystem, Radio Shack, Tower Records, or Tupperware, they can increase the revenue for your organization.  Find out more at http://www.igive.com/html/intro.cfm. 
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   The Virginia DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) is making a lasting difference toward a literate Virginia.  In 2002, 394 Virginia DAR Literacy Volunteers devoted 17,595 volunteer hours to tutoring adults and children (3,758 with adults; 13,837 with children).  Other projects supported by this worthwhile group can be found on the Survey Summary form on their web site. The organization’s "Outstanding Literacy Challenge" contest 1st place award recipients are also listed on the web site with a brief explanation of their outstanding accomplishments.  To learn more about this organization, contact Barbara Chaplin, Virginia DAR Literacy Challenge Chair, at btc@btcent.com. To view the web site, go to http://www.vadar.org/ or www.btcent.com/vadar_literacy_challenge.htm.

Need Short Term DAR Volunteers?  To list your program in the DAR newsletter, e-mail Barbara Chaplin at btc@btcent.com a simple (1 paragraph) mission statement and specific need(s).  Saying "tutors" (which every organization wants, but requires a long-term commitment) may not receive the response you are hoping for.  Saying "participate in summer read program at XYZ library - need 3 people for 1 hour 3 times a week" or "holiday wrap-a-book program - as much or as little time as you can spare" would work better (chapter members are willing to give a little time to fulfill DAR requirements - then you can snag those who are willing to give more time to your tutor program).  


P.S. Barbara does not have time to read and edit (especially correctly) all the literacy advocate organization brochures.  In fact, this offer is new and she will only publish short pieces, first come first slotted into whatever space she has available, if she receives an electronic copy within the 1-paragraph format:

 
Agency Name, Contact Name, e-mail, phone, web site.  Virginia Area: _______.  Mission Statement: _____.  Specific Needs: ___________.


“If you believe everything you read,


better not read."


-- Japanese proverb 











  Virginia Literacy Foundation and the Virginia Adult Learning Resource Center   


1-800-237-0178
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Memo from the Literacy Support Center








 "It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy


 in creative expression and knowledge."  


--Albert Einstein

































































BEST PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT: A Student Study Agreement, developed by LVA of the Lowcountry, is featured on LVA’s Promising Practices Exchange.  The form outlines student responsibilities and asks for a nominal enrollment fee, which is reimbursable if services are not delivered by the organization within a reasonable time period. View the agreement at � HYPERLINK "http://www.literacyvolunteers.org/ppe/ppe.html" ��http://www.literacyvolunteers.org/ppe/ppe.html� (Click on Student Intake).
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"Children are made readers 


on the laps of their parents.” 


__Emilie Buchwald (1994)
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