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 VAACE Conference Registration Deadlines:  February 28 to send in your registration; February 10 to reserve rooms at conference rates ($105 for a single or double). Go to http://www.aelweb.vcu.edu/vaace/vaace.htm for conference registration and hotel registration information, or contact Jane Swing at jswing@radford.edu or 540-831-6207.
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 The Virginia Literacy Foundation (VLF) Grant Deadline is March 14th!  You can download grant information and forms on the front page of http://www.aelweb.vcu.edu/ or call Laura Virgin at 804-225-8777. This year VLF’s focus will be Family Literacy. Please remember, that the VLF funds adult literacy organizations.  Your program’s Family Literacy focus should be on activities and projects with the parents.  Children can be included, but programs must stay focused on the underlying literacy context for adults.  The VLF does not expect organizations to introduce a full four-component family literacy program.  The Foundation is looking for collaborative efforts between adult literacy organizations and existing family literacy programs, such as Head Start, Even Start, Motheread/Fatheread, etc, to help with the adult ed component of the program and parent education (teaching parents how to read to their children or help with homework). If you have questions about grant requirements, please call Vicky Gerkens Sanborn at the Literacy Support Center (800-237-0178).
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 Technology Grant Deadline is in April: The SBC Foundation has opened its 2003 SBC Excelerator competitive technology grants program, which provides $9 million in competitive grants to fund projects that build the technology infrastructure of nonprofits, enabling them to increase their organizational effectiveness and/or service capability in areas such as Internet access, data networking, online outreach, staff technology capacity, and pooled technology resources.  Grants will range from $2,500 to $25,000 for one year. Collaborations by two or more organizations will be considered for grants up to $50,000 for one year.  Application deadline: April 22, 2003. http://www.pnnonline.org/article.php?sid=4183 
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 New Virginia Adult Literacy Figures: A Message from the DOE “Since the 2000 census, the literacy figures for Virginia have changed as information is updated.  Regrettably, the literacy number has increased, showing Virginia at the same place it was in 1990.  Of the total population in Virginia (7,078,515), there are 1,004,117 adults age 18 and over without a high school education.  Of those, 139,507 are ages 18-24 and 864,610 are 25 and older.   For presentation purposes, [please] say that "over 1 million adults [in Virginia] do not have a high school education."
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  Adult Learner Scholarship & Award Deadlines Approaching!  
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  Outstanding Adult Learner Awards, Literacy Fair of Virginia, Inc.  Entries will be sent out soon.  The deadline for written entries will be on or before Monday, March 17, 2003. One winner and three honorable mentions will read their winning entries on May 22, the day of the Fair.  Prize money will be awarded to both the winner and the program. For entry forms, contact Shelia Harper at shelia.harper@sv.vccs.edu or 888-200-7549.
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  Ida J. Hill Scholarship Award, sponsored by Altrusa International Inc., Capitol City, for women re-entering the workforce or advancing their employment skills, will have a deadline sometime during the first week of March, 2003.  Look for scholarship award information in the next few days.  First prize will be $500; Second prize, $250; and Third prize, $150.  If you have not received application materials by mid-February, call the Literacy Support Center at 800-237-0178.
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  Fund Development Workshop, March 20-21, Williamsburg, Jane Carlson, facilitator. Spaces are filling up fast for this 2-day, participatory, on-hands workshop.  Lodging will be provided. Register now!  Call Karen Peffer at 800-237-0178 or e-mail kpeffer@mail2.vcu.edu. Participants will be the first to receive a free copy of the 2003 Foundations in Virginia Resource Book, a publication of the Literacy Support Center.
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  Free Fact Sheets for Families: American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry offers 50 fact sheets for families on its web site on such topics as children with learning disabilities, bipolar disorder, children who won’t go to school, sleep problems, early high school years, and more.  Go to http://www.aacap.org/publications/factsfam/.  
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   Colorado Parent and Information Resource Center:  A resource center for family literacy programs!  Enter http://www.cpirc.org/linksel.htm. 
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Early Childhood Technology Literacy Project: The instructional focus of this project is to integrate technology into instruction and increase early childhood students' skills in reading and writing. Go to: http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/curriculum/littlekids/archive/.  
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   Celebrating Families, 2003 Calendar: This calendar lists all national family activities for the year! Click on http://www.celebratingfamilies.org/cgi-bin/calendar.pl. 
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   Health Literacy: In Other Words… Making It Work… Selecting Healthcare Brochures for Older Adults.  This article, by Helen Osborne, President of Health Literacy Consulting, was written for the November/December 2002 issue of ON CALL magazine. Ms. Osborne discusses Carolyn Bottum’s tips for finding and creating reading materials for older adult.  Ms Bottum, a consultant who develops elder health programs and materials, helps health care professionals choose informational materials that will match the reading skills of older adults. Download the article at http://www.healthliteracy.com/oncallnov2002.html.
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   Frequently Asked Questions About TABE

This handbook, from McGraw Hill and available as a pdf document, answers the most frequently asked questions about TABE in a Q&A format.  http://www.lacnyc.org/resources/tabefaq.pdf
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   Assessing the Impact of Technology in Teaching and Learning: A Sourcebook for Evaluators, Jerome Johnston and Linda Toms Barker, Institute for Social Research, April 2002. This sourcebook was developed as a resource for the community of evaluators involved in evaluating the more than 100 projects funded by Star Schools, Technology Innovation Challenge Grants (TICG), and Regional Technology in Education Consortia (R*TEC). Although designed to address the needs of these evaluators, the book will be of value to the broader community of evaluators involved in assessing the role of technology in American education. Find at http://www.dlrn.org/star/TechSbk.pdf. 


“A teacher is one who makes himself progressively unnecessary.”


 - Thomas Carruthers 
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Memo from the Literacy Support Center








"The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can take it away from you."


-- B.B. King



























































BEST PRACTICE SPOTLIGHT: To view an excellent example of a program newsletter, check out the


LVA-Chippewa Valley’s Literacy Lifelines index at � HYPERLINK "http://www.lvacv.org/newsletters/" ��http://www.lvacv.org/newsletters/� 
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"What we want to see is the child in pursuit of knowledge, not knowledge in pursuit of the child.”


 -George Bernard Shaw  
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