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Facing the Future:  Leadership, Collaboration & Strategic Restructuring, Especially for Nonprofit Organizations 7th Annual Fall Conference, Tuesday, October 7, 2003. Open to all nonprofit managers in Virginia. At the Jepson Alumni Center, University of Richmond, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., $35.00 registration fee (includes lunch). Conference Speakers: Susan Egan, Ph.D. Executive Director, The Mandel Center for Nonprofit Organizations at Case Western Reserve Universit; Paul Connolly, Senior Vice President, The Conservation Company; and Peter York, Director of Evaluation, The Conservation Company.  More information will follow in future editions of Outreach. 
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Points of Light Foundation Invites Awards for Excellence in Workplace Volunteer Programs (From the Foundation Center, RFP Bulletin, July 3, 2003), Deadline: October 17, 2003.  The Points of Light Foundation & Volunteer Center National Network established the Awards for Excellence in Workplace Volunteer Programs to recognize businesses of all sizes and of all industries that meet in an exemplary way the Principles of Excellence for Workplace Volunteering. The awards are designed to honor a business's overall employee/retiree volunteer effort, including the actual community service projects and the program policies and corporate vision that support those volunteer activities. Any small, medium, large, or international business that has an established and company-supported employee/retiree volunteer program directed toward addressing the community's serious social problems is eligible, and anyone may nominate a business for the Awards. See the Points of Light Foundation & Volunteer Center National Network Web site for complete program guidelines and to download the nomination form. RFP Link: http://www.pointsoflight.org/awards/nominate.cfm
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A Blueprint for Preparing America’s Future—The Adult Basic and Literacy Education Act of 2003, Summary of Major Provisions is a MUST READ document for literacy and adult education providers.  This U.S. Department of Education document outlines the changes programs can expect under WIA Reauthorization, which will go into effect by September 30, 2004. 

www.ed.gov/offices/OVAE/AdultEd/aeblueprint2.doc
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Low Level/High Interest Reading Materials Online.  Heidi Wrigley recently answered this question posed on the NIFL Technology list serve, June 30: “In…tutoring beginning readers, I've noticed it's difficult to get some of them interested in the reading materials available to them…I've started to wonder what other sorts of materials—either repurposed from other media or original—are available for this reading level,” Lisa Holzer.  Answer: CNN has a site that includes modified readings and exercises for both English learners and English speaking (ABE) students.  Designed originally for a K-12 market, many of the activities work for adults as well http://lc.byuh.edu/CNN_N/CNN-N.html and http://lc.byuh.edu/CNN_N/CNN-N.html.”  In addition, listed below are some web resources for lower reading levels: 
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Awesome Stories.Com: The story place on the Web

http://www.awesomestories.com/index2.htm 
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  Read TV News: This site uses real television news stories to build learners’ reading and listening skills: http://www.readtvnews.org/ 
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Picture Story: What Should She Do? Lesson on domestic violence http://www.cal.org/ncle/health/#Do 
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The Beehive: Contains extensive consumer and self-help content written at a

6th grade literacy level about Money, Health, School, Jobs, and Family.

www.thebeehive.org/sf 
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The Key: A newspaper for new readers.

http://www.keynews.org/ 
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Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government (For Kids)—Choose grade levels K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12 and explore “Our Nation,” “Historic Documents,” “Election Process,” “Citizenship,” and more.  Click on resources for parents and teachers as well. The information on this web site talks TO the reader, and is useful to adult learners as well. Go to http://bensguide.gpo.gov/ 
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New Book at the Resource Center: Managing a Nonprofit Organization in the Twenty-First Century, by Thomas Wolf is explains how to cope with changes in the nonprofit world and to deal with the challenges of managing staff, trustees, and volunteers. This book, formerly titled “Managing a Nonprofit Organization,” has been a classic since 1984. To check out a copy of this updated edition, call the Resource Center at 800-237-0178 or e-mail vdesk@vcu.edu.
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The National Workplace Assistance Collaborative analyzed the most effective workplace literacy programs and developed a list of characteristics shared by them. Find out about the characteristics that make a great workplace literacy program. Click on http://www.ed.psu.edu/nwac/document/literacy/best.html.
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Donations Are Down in Northern Virginia From the Corporate Sector:  (Excerpt from the Philanthropy News Digest, July 8, 2003). According to a Washington Business Journal (http://www.bizjournals.com/washington/ ) survey, donations from the area's top twenty-five corporate philanthropists fell 10 percent last year, to $102 million, and things aren't looking up for 2003. "This is going to be a very challenging year," said Alex Orfinger, publisher of the Journal. "The challenges that the business community has faced over the last three years are really hitting the nonprofit community this year." Many corporations have reduced pledges made earlier or stopped giving to some organizations altogether. Also taking their toll on the nonprofit sector are the financial scandals that have rocked the business world in recent years—accounting firm Arthur Andersen, for instance, was one of the largest corporate donors in the D.C. area before the company's demise in the Enron scandal. In addition, downsizing led AT&T to reduce charitable grants in the area by 30 percent in 2002, to $8 million, while Verizon Communications cut local grants by 17 percent last year, to $6 million. AOL Time Warner Foundation moved from Dulles, Virginia, where AOL was founded, to New York City following the 2001 merger.
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Survey Results: Are Students Being Prepared for the Future? In a recent press release, the AOL Time Warner Foundation announced the release of its survey, which demonstrated the belief that today's students lack the "21st Century Literacy" skills to be successful in an information age. To read the results of the survey, go to:


http://media.aoltimewarner.com/media/fn_press_view.cfm?release_num=55253235. 
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Investment Performance of Foundations: "The performance of foundations in 2002 was relatively favorable during the worst bear market we have seen since the 1930s. While most institutions continue to face tough choices between maintaining current grant levels and avoiding permanent shrinkage of the corpus of their fund, many mitigated the immediate negative effects of the economic downturn by maintaining a long-term perspective, outsourcing financial management, and following proven principles of portfolio management." John S. Griswold, executive director, Commonfund Institute, commenting on the organization's recent study of the investment performance of foundation endowments (Commonfund Institute Press Release 7/08/03) From the Philanthropy News Digest, July 15, 2003.




  Virginia Literacy Foundation and the Virginia Adult Learning Resource Center   


1-800-237-0178








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





Memo from the Literacy Support Center








“The art of teaching is the art 


of assisting discovery.”


-- Mark Van Doren
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"Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime. “


-- Chinese Proverb
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“The challenges that the business community has faced over the last three years are really hitting the nonprofit community this year.”








PAGE  
Literacy Support Center Website: http://www.aelweb.vcu.edu/literacy_support_center/
                                          E-mail: vjsanbor@mail1.vcu.edu


_1105526285.doc



