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  Celebrate National Volunteer Week April 27-May 3!  Enter the Points of Light web site to download a media and promotional toolkit for your organization.  This includes the logo on the right. Go to 

 http://www.pointsoflight.org/NVW/nvw.cfm and scroll down to find the toolkit.

[image: image2.png]


 The Literacy Fair of Virginia on May 22 will be held at Southside Community College in Keysville. This one-day event offers workshops, food, and prizes for students as well as tutors, teachers, and managers. Registration deadline is May 2 and the cost, which includes lunch, is only $15. Student registrations are free. Contact Shelia Harper at 1-888-200-7549 or Shelia.Harper@sv.cc.va.us. 
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  2003 ESL Special Collection Mini-Grants deadline is April 18, 2003. The mini-grants are designed to help adult literacy teachers develop ESL materials for inclusion on the ESL Special Collection. Go to: http://www.literacynet.org/esl/minigrants/index.html.       
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  Call the Resource Center for a free 2003 Foundations and Grants Booklet: This Resource Guide for Literacy Programs in Virginia is available for all literacy programs in Virginia.  Reserve a copy now! Final editions will be printed in May.  E-mail vdesk@vcu.edu and ask to be placed on our mailing list.  Type “Grant Booklet Request” in the subject line, and your name, title, organization’s name, and mailing address in the main body of the text.
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  Assessments: Programs receiving CBLO grants from the DOE will soon receive a list of approved assessments for pre- and post-testing.  The list will most likely mention the TABE, BEST, and BEST Plus tests (and others tests still to be determined).  Please check the Resource Center Calendar frequently for training on assessments offered in your regions in the near future.   
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Behaviours and Beliefs of Volunteer Literacy Tutors, Catherine Hambley, MA. This 1998 document provides fascinating, thought-provoking insights about volunteer literacy tutors. http://www.nald.ca/PROVINCE/QUE/litcent/Publication_Products/wkpaper3/cover.htm. 
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   Center for Health Care Strategies website offers information and fact sheets on health literacy. Call 609-895-8101 or go to http://www.chcs.org/resource/hl.html to download pdf files.
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   LEARNS provides start-up resources; training activities, tutor session resources, and a calendar; an assessment and evaluation system; and Tutor newsletters on key program topics. Go to www.nwrel.org/learns. 
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  Demystifying Adult Literacy for Volunteer Tutors: A Reference Handbook and Resource Guide, by Charlene L. Ball.  This online resource covers topics like “Barriers to Literacy,” “Working With Adult Learners,” “Developing the Learning Program,” and more. http://www.nald.ca/clr/demyst/demyst.htm.
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  Dream Holiday is an interactive tutorial for English language learners and literacy learners. Reading and grammar activities are integrated with web exploring and Internet skill acquisition and an engaging travel experience. Go to http://home.vicnet.net.au/~flemrw/dreamholiday/ and click on the words “Come With Me!”
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  Gallery of ESOL Lesson Plans.  Participants of the 1999-2000 ESOL series at the Literacy Assistance Center developed these lessons. Click on: http://www.lacnyc.org/resources/workshops/adultinstruction.htm. 
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  Lesson Plans: Supplementary Learning Activities for Adults from the Literacy and Basic Skills Program in Ottawa Canada.  Find lesson plans for working with recipes (level 1), credit cards (level 2), or employment covering letter (level 3). Go to http://www.fallconnections.com/content/other/abe/WebMat.html.
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   Lesson Plans and Curriculae: Online lessons provided by the Literacy Assistance Center in New York include “Search Engine Scavenger Hunt,” “African-American Inventors,” “Write a Letter to Children of the 31st Century,” “Dialogue Poems,” “Women’s History Month Worldwide Scavenger Hunt,” and more. Go to http://www.lacnyc.org/resources/curricula.htm. 
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   Find Lesson Plans and Tutor Tips on the Greater Pittsburgh Literacy Council web site.  For ABE find “Flash Card Directions,” “Predicting,”  “Using Election Materials,” “Mystery Words,” “K-W-L,” and “Reactions Statements.”  For ESOL find “Catalogs and Circulars,”  “Round-Robin Listening Cloze,” “Pronunciation Drill SH and CH,” and “Talking on the Telephone.” http://trfn.clpgh.org/gplc/tutortips.html 
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Literacy Connections: This site provides information on reading aloud, tutoring techniques, ESL literacy, and adult literacy.  Literacy Connections recommends resources that are useful for reading teachers, literacy volunteers, and program directors. Topics include the language experience approach, word study, and the best in children's literature.  http://literacyvolunteer.homestead.com/index.html. 
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  Making Connections: Reading and Math Strategies is a practical, free, downloadable handbook for tutors developed by Cypress Hills Regional College Literacy / ESL Program in Canada.    http://www.nald.ca/clr/makconnc/cover.htm
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Resources for Literacy provides family literacy and adult literacy links to important literacy information. http://www.librarysupportstaff.com/literacy.html.
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   Training Post: Tutor’s Home Page offers online resources for tutors on duet reading, cloze exercise, goal setting, adult learning principles, simplifying existing materials, developing a lesson plan, learning styles, gunning fog index, and assisted free writing. Click on http://www.trainingpost.org/tutor1.htm. Training modules for trainers are also offered on this site.
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   Reading Helpers: A Handbook for Training Family Literacy Tutors. Tutoring strategies and training activities to prepare tutors to work with children from birth through third grade, a companion book for On the Road to Reading (above) from the Corporation for National and Community Service, available through the National Service Resource Center, 1-800-860-2684, ext. 142 or www.etr.org/nsrc.
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   Gateway Educational Resources: Sponsored by the US Department of Education, this site provides educators with easy access to over 25,000 education resources found on various federal, state, university, non-profit, and commercial Internet sites.  http://www.thegateway.org/collections.html. 
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Volunteer Development, Sandra Kerka, Practice Application Brief #26, Eric/ACVE

 “In the United States, 44 percent of adults (83.9 million people) volunteer, representing the equivalent of over 9 million full-time employees at a value of $239 billion (Independent Sector 2002). In many organizations, the work of volunteers plays an essential role in effective organizational performance, and thus their training and development are as important as that of paid staff. People volunteer and quit volunteering for a variety of reasons, but studies show that volunteer management and development play an important role. In a UPS Foundation (1999) survey, 40% of volunteers cited poor management practices as a reason for quitting. In a Canadian study (Phillips, Little, and Goodine 2002), the top three ways in which volunteers felt supported were organizational infrastructure, appreciation, and training; personal development ranked only slightly behind appreciation as the most important retention factor. Organizations such as 4-H, the Red Cross, and Big Brothers/Big Sisters have a comprehensive infrastructure and procedures for volunteer development. In smaller organizations, development of both paid and unpaid staff is a challenge. This Brief describes successful practices in volunteer development to help organizations make the best use of their volunteers.”  Read the entire brief at http://ericacve.org/docgen.asp?tbl=pab&ID=116.  
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 FY02 Facts for Virginia’s Literacy Programs
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Adults completing their educational functioning level:
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 31% of enrolled students in ABE Beginning Literacy 
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 37% of enrolled students in ABE Beginning Basic Education 
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 36% of enrolled students in ESL Beginning Literacy 
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 42% of enrolled students in ESL Beginning
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 34% of enrolled students in ESL Intermediate Low
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 37% of enrolled students in ESL Intermediate High
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  Virginia’s total adult education enrollment 
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 41% Adult Basic Education
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 15% Adult Secondary Education
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 44% English Literacy Students
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  Age breakdown of Virginia’s total enrollment
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 9%   (2,907)   of 16-18 yr olds
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 23% (7,591)   of 19-24 yr olds
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 47% (15,332) of 25-44 yr olds
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 16% (5,209)   of 45-59 yr olds
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 4%    (1,379)  of 60 yr olds and older 
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  Average hours of attendance
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51 hrs for ABE
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49 hrs for ASE
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84 hrs for ESL
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  FY02 NRS (National Reporting System) accomplishments …
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12,729 students completed their educational functioning levels, and another 7,686 completed their levels and advanced one or more levels
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15,925 students earned their GED credentials, exceeding last year’s number (11,386) by 40%

[image: image47.png]



57% of students enrolled in GED diploma programs attained credentials, exceeding the 30% target level by 103%


The Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE) is a comprehensive basic skills tests that cover a wide range of learning objectives.  TABE is a benchmark test for the National Reporting System (NRS).


“Outside of a dog, a book is man's best friend. Inside of a dog, it's too dark to read anyway.”


                       -- Groucho Marx


 


 











  Virginia Literacy Foundation and the Virginia Adult Learning Resource Center   


1-800-237-0178





TABE & BEST Tests 


--Instructor Starter Kit
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Memo from the Literacy Support Center
























































"Reading is to the mind what exercise


 is to the body.”


--Addison


                                            


.” 


__Emilie Buchwald (1994)





 - 





The Basic English Skills Test (BEST) is a comprehensive assessment for adult English-as-a-Second Language (ESL) learners. Like TABE and ABLE, the BEST is a benchmark test for the National Reporting System (NRS).





Save the date!  ProLiteracy Worldwide First Annual Conference, Nov 13-17, 2003 


at the Hyatt Regency Washington DC on Capitol Hill.  Registration costs: Member $275, Student $215, Non-member $335.  Register by September 15, 2003 and receive a $25 discount.  Hotel Cost: $120 (excluding taxes and service charges) per night, single or double. For more information visit www.proliteracy.org





BEST			Publisher:  Center for Applied Linguistics  (202) 362-0700





Complete Assessment:





The BEST uses real-life materials and tasks to measure performance of basic language competencies: communication, pronunciation, reading, fluency, listening comprehension, and writing





Skill/Score Range: Designed for adult ESL learners at the  survival and pre-employment student performance level (SPL)





Oral Interview - administered individually


Literacy Skills - administered individually or in groups





Two equivalent forms: B and C


Time required: 	Oral Interview 10-20 minutes


Literacy Skills 1-hour time limit





BEST Short Form


5-7 minute subtest of BEST Test questions; may be used for quick oral placement only





Program Facts & Information . . . 











Assessment Tests








April 2003





TABE Forms 7 & 8	Publisher: Publishers Test Service, CTB McGraw-Hill, (800) 538-9547





Complete Test Battery (Not the shorter survey form):  Five subtests measure achievement in reading, language, math and spelling, with 5 levels of tests:





	L (Literacy) Level  	       	0 - 1.9 Grade Equivalent (G.E.)


	E (Easy) Level	  	       	1.6 - 3.9 G.E.


	M (Medium) Level 	       	3.6 - 6.9 G.E.


	D (Difficult) Level 	       	6.6 - 8.9 G.E.


	A (Advanced) Level       		8.6 - 12.9 G.E.





Two equivalent forms (7 & 8) of each level for pre-/post-testing


Locator Test - determines placement in appropriate test level


Time required: about 3 hours for all the tests.  If you are only giving reading, this time will be considerably shorter 





Fiscal Year End Tip:  Spend your unspent DOE-CBLO grant funds on assessments! Purchase assessment tests or family literacy materials for next year now.  If you’ve chosen TABE, you might want to purchase a number of consumables, such as the answer sheets for locator tests, and the L and E levels (0-3.9) for pre- and post-tests (forms 7& 8).  Look for more information in Outreach in the future or call the LSC.








"All readers are good readers, when they have the right book.”


                      --Jeanne Henry





                        


.” 


__Emilie Buchwald (1994)





 - 








Program Resources . . . 











Program Calendar & News . . . 











NRS Follow-Up Outcome Measures





�  Obtaining a high school diploma or GED: 95% reached their goal one quarter after leaving class


�  Enter employment: 33% reached their goal one quarter after leaving class


�  Retain employment: 57% reached their goal one quarter after leaving class


�  Enter post secondary education: 78% reached their goal one quarter after leaving class








Tutor Resources . . . 
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